SYLLABUS

COURSE: ANTH/REL 444 SPIRITUAL ECOLOGY (Theory) 3 credits
TIME: Spring 2024

PLACE: University of Hawai'i @ Manoa, Webster 113

INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. Les Sponsel Professor Emeritus

Department of Anthropology @ UHM, Saunders Hall 321

Email:sponsel@hawaii.edu

Websites: https://anthropology.manoa.hawaii.edu/leslie-sponsel/

http://spiritualecology.info

ORIENTATION

“In a world where religion plays so central a role in social, political, and economic
events, as well as in the lives of communities and individuals, there is a critical
need for ongoing reflection upon and understanding of religious traditions, issues,
questions, and values,” “Why Study Religion?” American Academy of Religion
2024, http://www.studyreligion.org/site/about.html, www.aarweb.org).

“The notion that fact can be cleanly separated from value is absurd. The notion
that our understanding of the material world can be cleanly separated from our
experience of the spiritual world is impossible. The magisteria [science and
religion] are mixed, shuffled, irremediably joined” Bruno Guiderdoni,
astrophysicist at the Observatory of Lyon, France, quoted in Science and Spirit
May-June 2006 17(3):59.

“Contemporary spiritualities combine practices of particular religious traditions
with concern for the global situation and the life of the planet.... are pluralistic
and diverse; they search for a global ethic, are concerned with ecology, encourage
the cultivation of healthy relationships, support feminism, and pursue peace....


mailto:sponsel@hawaii.edu
https://anthropology.manoa.hawaii.edu/leslie-sponsel/
http://spiritualecology.info/
http://www.studyreligion.org/site/about.html
http://www.aarweb.org/

Given the increasing scholarly attention in conferences and publications to the
role of spirituality in contemporary culture, it is clear that the academy has
recognized spirituality as a subject of study both within and independent of the
study of religion,” Mary N. MacDonald, 2005, “Spirituality,” The Encyclopedia of
Religion (Second Edition), Lindsay Jones, Editor-in-Chief, New York, NY: Thomson
Gale 13:8719, 8721.

“... the upsurge of Spirit is the only plausible way to stop the ecological
destruction of our planet. Even people who have no interest in a communal
solution to the distortions in our lives will have to face up [to] this ecological
reality. Unless we transform our relationship with nature, we will destroy the
preconditions for human life on this planet,” Rabbi Michael Lerner, 2000, Spirit
Matters, Charlottesville, VA: Hampton Roads Publishing Company, Inc., p. 138.

“The Environmental crisis requires changes not only in public policy, but in
individual behavior. The historical record makes clear that religious teaching,
example, and leadership are powerfully able to influence personal conduct and
commitment. As scientists, many of us have had profound experience of awe and
reverence before the universe. We understand that what is regarded as sacred is
more likely to be treated with care and respect. Our planetary home should be so
regarded. Efforts to safeguard and cherish the environment need to be infused
with a vision of the sacred,” from “Preserving the Earth: An Appeal for Joint
Commitment in Science and Religion,” Global Forum, Moscow, January 1990.

“The Universe is a communion of subjects, not a collection of objects,” Thomas
Berry, 2006, Evening Thoughts: Reflecting on Earth as Sacred Community, p. 17.

Spiritual ecology refers to scientific and scholarly studies of the vast,
complex, diverse, and dynamic arena at the interfaces of religions and
spiritualities with environments, ecologies, and environmentalisms. The term
spiritual ecology is used simply because it is most inclusive, referring to individual
as well as organizational ideas and actions in this arena. Also, it parallels the
names of other major approaches within ecological/environmental anthropology,
like historical ecology and political ecology. Although it has deep roots as a
scientific and scholarly pursuit, spiritual ecology is a most exciting, positive, and
promising new interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary, and transdisciplinary frontier



for research, teaching, and practice, growing exponentially since the 1990s. (As
one indicator, a Google.com search for spiritual ecology on January 3, 2024,
yielded 24,900,000 results, although, of course, of varying relevance and quality).

Through PowerPoint lectures and publications, the instructor will discuss his
own research on various aspects of this subject, including his long-term field
research on the relationships among Buddhism, sacred places, ecology, and
biodiversity conservation in Thailand, in recent decades focusing on sacred caves.

This course is cross-listed as Religion 444 Spiritual Ecology. Students
enrolled in the Religion section should use the Anthropology section of the
Laulima course website.

FORMAT

The course material will be surveyed through PowerPoint lectures; required
readings; documentary films viewed in class; and recommended readings, films,
and websites listed in the Schedule below. A unique feature of this particular
course is its experiential as well as intellectual exploration of spiritual ecology, this
accomplished through very carefully selected documentary films. Credits at the
end of the films identify the numerous and diverse individuals and organizations
engaged in their production, thereby indicating their extraordinary value. Another
unique feature of this course is your intellectual journal, as explained below.

Every student is required to be open-minded as well as courteous and
professional in class. Anyone can say and write anything as long as it is relevant,
concise, and polite. Being concise is most important because, as revealed in the
Schedule, there is a wealth of course material to cover in the very limited time
available. This course is necessarily selective, only sampling the huge amount of
material on this and related subjects.

The ideals of academic freedom and democracy apply in this class, even if
they are restricted and/or endangered elsewhere. Whereas many environmental
concerns are inevitably political, there is no party line in this course. Students are
welcome to express any political ideas about the course material. However,
personally, | place a premium on the values of freedom, integrity, ethics, truth,
facts, science, scholarship, diversity, equity, and inclusion.



The only prerequisite for this course is 152 Culture and Humanity or 200
Cultural Anthropology, although related courses on religion, ecology, or
environment provide helpful background. In any case, most of all, students simply
need an open mind together with intellectual curiosity and serious commitment,
attributes of any reputable scientist or scholar worthy of the title.

Any prerequisites can be waived.

OBJECTIVES
The three primary goals of this course are to:

1. provide you with a broad and diverse systematic and in-depth cross-
cultural survey of the interrelationships among religions and
spiritualities with nature, ecologies, and environmentalisms with an
emphasis on an anthropological perspective;

2. encourage you to explore more deeply into the ecology of the religion or
other topic of your choice with an emphasis on its cultural and natural
contexts by pursuing some of the optional recommendations (readings,
films, and websites); and

3. provide you with an inventory of key resources on spiritual ecology,
including books, periodicals, articles, reference works, documentary
films, and websites for present and future study and research. (For
example, see Appendix | on page 57, and the instructor’s website
http://spiritualecology.info).

The learning outcomes for achieving these three objectives will be assessed
through your intellectual journal, submitted as an email attachment for the
midterm by February 28 and the final by May 10.

INTELLECTUAL JOURNAL

You should faithfully write at least one page typed single-spaced each week
in reaction to the course material covered. Your entry should reflect on highlights
from all of the course material for that week as thoroughly as feasible within the
limited space, including any assigned readings, lecture, films, and class discussion.


http://spiritualecology.info/

In addition, you should react to at least one of the recommended items in the
syllabus. To save time, you can draft each of your weekly journal entries by first
taking notes in class, ideally on your laptop computer. Each weekly entry should
be dated. Then after each class you can revise and polish the draft of your entry at
home. Successive entries should be accumulated in a single file with the pages
numbered in sequence. No more specific guidelines are provided for your journal,
it is your personal record of thoughts during the course.

Your journal should be sent to me by email as an attachment for the
midterm (February 28) and final (May 10). | will keep your journal confidential;
thus, it will be deleted from my emails after | read it and send an email to you
with my comments and your grade.

GRADING
The final course grade will be calculated as follows:
1. class attendance and regular participation in discussions at 30%;
2. midterm journal submission 30%; and
3. final journal submission 40%.

There are no quizzes, examinations, reports, or research papers required in
this course. The emphasis is on your (1) active class participation and (2) active
thinking through weekly entries in your intellectual journal. Here learning is
considered to be an ongoing life-long process, not merely a finite product
determined by any test or academic degree. By far, most important of all is the
cultivation of your own informed and critical thinking in response to the course
material. In other words, your thoughts are primary while the course material is
secondary.

Your course work will be evaluated for:

1. achieving the primary objectives of the course;

2. general knowledge of all required reading assignments and of all
material presented by the instructor including through PowerPoint
lectures and documentary films in class;



3. clear, concise, logical, analytical, and critical thinking; and
4. regular, active, and meaningful participation in class discussions.

Students striving for an A grade should pursue more than the minimum
requirements as recommended in the course Schedule and weekly email memos.

The instructor takes this course very seriously as reflected in this unusually
extensive syllabus, and students are expected to do likewise. Anyone who does not
do so is wasting their time; thus, they should drop the course immediately, instead
of waiting until the end of the semester to receive a poor or failing grade.

Regular attendance is required. If you miss a class, please provide a written
excuse from a credible source, such as a medical doctor. You are required to
come to class on time plus remain attentive throughout the entire period (1:30-
4:00). Attendance will be taken at the beginning and again at the end of each
class period. One letter grade will be subtracted from the final course grade for
each three absences.

Extra credit may be earned by writing a one-page typed single-spaced
reaction to any of the course material, including recommended readings, films, or
websites in the Schedule. Five high quality extra credit papers can raise a
borderline course grade (e.g., B+ to A-), while ten such papers can raise the
course grade to the next higher level (e.g., C to B). Other alternatives for more
extra credit include writing a review of an extra book, or a report based on library
or field research; however, the specifics must be approved in advance. Thus, in
principle, with enough high quality work any student can earn an A in this course.
However, ultimately, the value of the course for serious students far exceeds any
grade and credits, and, ideally, it should extend far after the semester is finished.

SPECIAL NEEDS

If any student feels the need for reasonable accommodations because of a
disability, then she or he should contact the KOKUA Program in the Queen
Lili'uokalani Center for Student Services (QLCSS 013)(phone 956-7511 or 956-
7612, or email kokua@hawaii.edu), and/or send me an email marked
CONFIDENTIAL. | am quite willing to collaborate with any student and KOKUA
about needs related to a documented disability.



READING

Every student is required to read and discuss these carefully chosen
textbooks. They are listed below in the order that they are covered as specified in
the weekly Schedule and my weekly memos. However, while the amount is
substantial, your reading is not to extract and memorize information for any quiz
or examination, but instead to thoughtfully react to the main points.

Most fortunately, all textbooks are free, except for Bauer-Wu.
Brailovskaya is available at the link listed below. Armstrong, Macy and
Johnstone, Sponsel, and Taylor are each available as an eBook through the
Hamilton Library catalog. Nevertheless, below the prices are indicated from
Amazon.com and the UHM Bookstore in case you wish to purchase some.
Brailovskaya was not ordered since it is free online.

Brailovskaya, Tatiana, Executive Editor, 2020 (August), Faith for Earth: A
Call for Action, Nairobi, Kenya: UN Environment Programme, and Chicago,
IL: Parliament of World’s Religions. (Free download at:
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/33991).

Armstrong, Karen, 2022, Sacred Nature: Restoring Our Ancient Bond with
the Natural World, New York, NY: Alfred A. Knopf (Amazon hardcover
$16.99, paperback $16.95, Kindle $11.99. UHM Bookstore hardcover $17,
used $13).

Sponsel, Leslie E. 2012. Spiritual Ecology: A Quiet Revolution (Amazon
hardcover $65, Kindle $46.80. UHM Bookstore hardcover $53.95, used
S41).

Taylor, Bron, 2010, Dark Green Religion: Nature Spirituality and the
Planetary Future, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press (Amazon
paperback $28.59, Kindle $23.99. UHM Bookstore paperback $37.95, used
$29).

Bauer-Wu, Susan, 2023, A Future We Can Love: How We Can Reverse the
Climate Crisis with the Power of Our Hearts and Minds, Inspired by
Conversation Between His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Greta Thunberg,
Shambhala Publications, Inc. (Amazon hardcover $13.20, paperback $20.95,
Kindle $14.99. UHM Bookstore $24.95, used $19).


https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/33991

Macy, Joanna, and Chris Johnstone, 2022, Active Hope: How to Face the
Mess We’re in with Unexpected Resilience and Creative Power (Second
Edition, Amazon paperback $15.99, Kindle $9.99. UHM Bookstore
paperback $18.95, used $14.50). (The 2012 first edition of this book is
available in digital form free online through Hamilton Library. While the
new edition is preferable, the first is sufficient).

A substantial list of additional resources is provided in Appendix | (p. 57).

You are encouraged to pursue your individual interests in exploring the
resources identified in this syllabus and other places. Students who take
advantage of as many of the resources provided here as feasible will acquire a
systematic and thorough overview of the subject.

It should be noted that | have been engaged in research and publishing on
spiritual ecology since the 1990s. Accordingly, besides my book, many of my
publications are cited in the Schedule. However, only two of my articles are
required reading, these during the first and second weeks of the semester. The
rest of my articles are optional as only recommended reading.

Please alert me if there is a problem with any of the links, websites, or
other matters.

SCHEDULE (only reading assignments)

ORIENTATION
January 10 Big Picture - UNEP skim pp. 72-101, UNEP read pp. 5-71

January 17 — Sponsel — Ecology and Spirituality article

SACRED NATURE
January 24 - Armstrong Chapters 1-5

January 31 - Armstrong Chapters 6-10



SPIRITUAL ECOLOGY

February 7 - Sponsel Foreword, Prologue, Parts |

February 14 - Sponsel Part Il, Recommended: Taylor Appendix
February 21- Sponsel Part Il

February 28 - Sponsel Part IV

March 6 - Sponsel Part V

March 13-  Sponsel Part VI, Epilogue

DARK GREEN RELIGION
March 27 - Taylor Preface, Chapters 1-4

April 3-  Taylor Chapters 5-9, Afterword

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE
April 10 - Bauer-Wu Parts One-Two
April 17 - Bauer-Wu Parts Three-Four

ACTIVE HOPE
April 24 - Macy Introduction, Chapters 1-6
May 1-  Macy Chapters 7-13
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SCHEDULE (full)

ORIENTATION

January 10
Required Reading:

Sponsel, L.E., 2024, “Spiritual Ecology,” Encyclopedia of the Anthropocene, Ellias
M. Goldstein, Mark J. Costello, and Scott A. Elias, Editors-in-Chief, New York, NY:
Elsevier Academic Press (Second Edition, in press).

Brailovskaya, Tatiana, Executive Editor, 2020, Faith for Earth: A Call for Action,
Nairobi, Kenya: United Nations Environment Programme and Parliament of the
World’s Religions, skim pp. 72-101, then read pp. 5-71 (free download at
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/33991).

Film in Class: Journey of the Universe (2011, 56 minutes)

Recommended Reading:

Anderson, E.N., 2012, “Anthropology of Religion and Environment: A Skeletal
History to 1970,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 6(1):9-36.

Billings, Dwight B., and Will Samson, 2012, “Evangelical Christians and the
Environment: “Christians for the Mountains” and the Appalachian Movement
against Mountaintop Removal Coal Mining,” Worldviews: Global Religions,
Culture, and Ecology 16(1):1-29.

Crosby, Donald A., 2007, “A Case for Religion of Nature,” Journal for the Study of
Religion, Nature and Culture 1(4):489-502.

Cunningham, Paul, 2022, “The Case for Animal Spirituality,” Journal for the Study
of Religion, Nature and Culture 16(2):186-263.

Gerretsen, Isabelle, 2023 (May 11), “'Earthrise': The photo that sparked an
environmental movement,” BBC News


https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/33991
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https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20230511-earthrise-the-photo-that-
sparked-an-environmental-movement.

Gottlieb, Roger S., 2007, “Religious Environmentalism: What is it, Where It’s
Heading and Why We Should Be Going in the Same Direction,” Journal for the
Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 1(1):81-91.

Ivakhiv, Adrian, 2007, “Religion, Nature and Culture: Theorizing the Field,” Journal
for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 1(1):47-57.

Kollar, Nathan R., 2019, “Religions’ Future in the Anthropocene,” Worldviews:
Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 23(1):1-32.

Lynn, William, 2004, “Situating the Earth Charter: An Introduction,” Worldviews:
Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 8(1):1-14.

McNamee, Gregory, 2021 (June 13), “Think science and religion don't mix? Don't
tell that to Mars rover scientist Rev. Pamela Conrad,” CNN News
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/13/world/mars-rover-scientist-pamela-conrad-
episcopal-priest-scn/index.html.

Matthews, Freya, 2011, “The Eco-Genesis of Ethics and Religion,” Journal for the
Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 5(3):263-283.

Negi, Chandra Singh, 2005, “Religion and Biodiversity Conservation: Not a Mere
Analogy,” The International Journal of Biodiversity Science and Management
1(2):85-96 https://doi.org/10.1080/17451590509618083.

Robson, David, 2022 (January 6), “Awe: The 'little earthquake' that could free
your mind,” BBC News https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20220103-awe-
the-little-earthquake-that-could-free-your-mind.

Sands, Robert R., 2009, “Introduction: The Science of God: Natural Origins of
Religion in an Evolutionary Perspective,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature
and Culture 3(4):437-457.

Sideris, Lisa, 2017, “Biosphere, Noosphere, and the Anthropocene: Earth’s
Perilous Prospects in a Cosmic Context,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature
and Culture 11(4):399-419.


https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20230511-earthrise-the-photo-that-sparked-an-environmental-movement
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20230511-earthrise-the-photo-that-sparked-an-environmental-movement
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/13/world/mars-rover-scientist-pamela-conrad-episcopal-priest-scn/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/13/world/mars-rover-scientist-pamela-conrad-episcopal-priest-scn/index.html
https://doi.org/10.1080/17451590509618083
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20220103-awe-the-little-earthquake-that-could-free-your-mind
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20220103-awe-the-little-earthquake-that-could-free-your-mind
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Sponsel, L.E., 2007, “Spiritual Ecology: One Anthropologist’s Reflections,” Journal
for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 1(3):340-350.

Sponsel, L.E., 2024, “Anthropocene: Generalizations” (unpublished notes).

Sponsel, L.E., 2024, “Human Impact on Biodiversity, Overview,” Encyclopedia of
Biodiversity, Samuel M. Scheiner, ed., Oxford, UK: Elsevier (Third Edition) 3:430—
448,

Sponsel, L.E., 2024, “Religious Environmentalism: Pros and Cons” (notes, see
Laulima website).

Taylor, Bron, 2007, “Exploring Religion, Nature and Culture,” Journal for the Study
of Religion, Nature and Culture 1(1):5-24.

Taylor, Sarah McFarland Taylor, 2002, “Reinhabiting Religion: Green Sisters,
Ecological Renewal, and the Biogeography of Religious Landscape,” Worldviews:
Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 6(3):227-252.

Taylor, Sarah McFarland, 2007, “What if Religion had Ecologies? The Case for
Reinhabiting Religious Studies Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and
Culture 1(1):129-138.

Terhaar, Terry Louise, 2009, “Evolutionary Advantages of Intense Spiritual
Experience in Nature,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture
3(3):303-339.

Tucker, Mary Evelyn, 2008, “World Religions, the Earth Charter, and

Sustainability,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 12(2-3):115-
128.

Watts, Jonathan, 2024 (January 1), “Could 2024 be the year nature rights enter
the political mainstream?,” The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/01/could-2024-be-the-
year-nature-rights-enter-the-political-mainstream.

Wright, Pearce, and Tim Radford, 2022 (July 27), “James Lovelock obituary,” The
Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jul/27/james-
lovelock-obituary?CMP=Share iOSApp Other.



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/01/could-2024-be-the-year-nature-rights-enter-the-political-mainstream
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/jan/01/could-2024-be-the-year-nature-rights-enter-the-political-mainstream
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jul/27/james-lovelock-obituary?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jul/27/james-lovelock-obituary?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
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Adams, Will W., 2023, A Wild and Sacred Call: Nature-Psyche-Spirit, Albany, NY:
State University of New York Press.

Deane-Drummond, Celia, and Markus Vogt, eds., 2017, Religion in the
Anthropocene, Eugene, OR: Cascade Books.

Ellis, Erle C., 2018, Anthropocene: A Very Short Introduction, New York, NY:
Oxford University Press.

Jain, Pankaj, 2011, Dharma and Ecology of Hindu Communities: Sustenance and
Sustainabilty, New York, NY: Routledge.

Kirsch, Adam, 2023, The Revolt Against Humanity: Imaging a Future without Us,
New York, NY: Columbia Global Reports.

Lenton, Tim, 2016, Earth System Science: A Very Short Introduction, New York,
NY: Oxford University Press.

Louv, Richard, 2008, Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-
Deficit Disorder, Chapel Hill, NC: Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill.

Obeyesekere, Gananath, 2012, The Awakened Ones: Phenomenology of Visionary
Experience, New York, NY: Columbia University Press.

Sahlins, Marshall, 2022, The New Science of the Enchanted Universe, Princeton,
NJ: Princeton University Press.

Scranton, Roy, 2015, Learning to Die in the Anthropocene: Reflections on the End
of a Civilization, San Francisco, CA: City Light Books.

Sillitoe, Paul, 2022, The Anthropocene of Weather and Climate: Ethnographic
Contributions to the Climate Change Debate, New York, NY: Berghahn Books
(open access).

Swimme, Brian Thomas, and Mary Evelyn Tucker, 2011, Journey of the Universe,
New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

Tucker, Mary Evelyn, and John Grim, eds., 2016, Living Cosmology: Christian
Responses to Journey of the Universe, Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books.

Uhl, Christopher, 2013, Developing Ecological Consciousness: The End of
Separation, Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.
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White, Frank, 2014, The Overview Effect: Space Exploration and Human Evolution,
Reston, VA: American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Inc.

Wilson, E.O., 2006, The Creation: An Appeal to Save Life on Earth, New York, NY:
W.W. Norton & Company.

Young, David E., and Jean-Guy Goulet, eds., 1994, Being Changed by Cross-
Cultural Encounters: The Anthropology of Extraordinary Experiences, Orchard
Park, NY: Broadview Press.

Recommended Films:

Gaia (2016, 49 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bj fdeZi6-M

Jane Goodall awarded the 2021 Templeton Prize (2021, 9 minutes)
https://www.templetonprize.org/janegoodall/. (Also, see
https://www.templeton.org/news/dr-jane-goodall-receives-prestigious-2021-
templeton-prize).

Holocene (2011, 6 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=TWcylpul8OE

Latour, Bruno, The Anthropocene and the Destruction of the Image of the Globe
University of Edinburgh (2023, 74 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-I6FQN4P1c.

The Overview Effect (2013, 19 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKK4dAu sFoq

Tucker, Mary Evelyn, Journey of the Universe: A Story of Our Times, Burke
Lectureship (2016, 56 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dLk5h-

al7A.

Tucker, Mary Evelyn, and John Grim, Journey of the Universe 10th Anniversary
Celebration (2021, 90 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h332y OkDOA.

Welcome to the Anthropocene (2012, 3 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvgG-pxlobk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bj_fdeZi6-M
https://www.templetonprize.org/janegoodall/
https://www.templeton.org/news/dr-jane-goodall-receives-prestigious-2021-templeton-prize
https://www.templeton.org/news/dr-jane-goodall-receives-prestigious-2021-templeton-prize
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=TWcyIpul8OE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-l6FQN4P1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKK4dAu_sFoq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dLk5h-ql7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dLk5h-ql7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h332y_OkDOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvgG-pxlobk
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What is biodiversity? (2020, 3 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTC4qiXd36Q

Recommended Websites:

Earth Charter, 2024, https://earthcharter.org/.

Ecological Footprint, 2024, https://www.footprintnetwork.org.

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2023, https://www.ipcc.ch/.

Journey of the Universe, 2024, https://www.journeyoftheuniverse.org/.

Overview Institute, Frank White, 2024, https://overviewinstitute.org/.

Scientists Warning, 2024, https://scientistswarning.forestry.oregonstate.edu/.

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k >k ok >k 3k 5k >k 5k %k 3k %k >k 5k >k 5k %k 3k %k >k 5k %k 5k >k >k 5k %k 5k %k 3k >k >k >k >k 5k %k 3k >k %k 3%k %k 3k >k >k 3%k >k 5%k %k 5k %k >k %k %k 5k %k %k *k k k

January 17
Required Reading:

Sponsel, L.E., 2019, "Ecology and Spirituality," The Oxford Research Encyclopedia
of Religion, ed. John Barton, New York, NY: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-22.
(Also, see https://spiritualecology.info/,
https://fore.yale.edu/sites/default/files/leslie sponsel -

religion and ecology resource list.pdf,
https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Bibliographies,
https://www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu/resources/syllabi/).

PowerPoint Lecture: Spiritual Ecology Overview

Film in Class: Spirit and Nature (1991, 88 minutes)

Recommended Reading:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTC4qiXd36Q
https://earthcharter.org/
https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.journeyoftheuniverse.org/
https://overviewinstitute.org/
https://scientistswarning.forestry.oregonstate.edu/
https://spiritualecology.info/
https://fore.yale.edu/sites/default/files/leslie_sponsel_-_religion_and_ecology_resource_list.pdf
https://fore.yale.edu/sites/default/files/leslie_sponsel_-_religion_and_ecology_resource_list.pdf
https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Bibliographies
https://www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu/resources/syllabi/

16

Bagir, Zainal Abidin, 2015, “The Importance of Religion and Ecology in Indonesia,”
Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 19(2):99-102.

Van Horn, Gavin, 2006, “Hindu Traditions and Nature: Survey Article,”
Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 10(1):5-39.

Sangha, Tania, 2023 (December 4), COP28: 'My religion inspires me to protect the
environment',” BBC News https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-67581447.

Sponsel, L.E., 2014 (April), “Feature Article - Spiritual Ecology: Is it the Ultimate
Solution for the Environmental Crisis,” CHOICE 51(8):1339-1342, 1344-1348.

Apffel-Maerglin, F., 2011, Subversive Spiritualities: How Rituals Enact the World,
New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Gore, Al, 1993, Earth in Balance: Ecology and the Human Spirit, New York, NY:
Penguin.

Rockefeller, Steven C., and John C. Elder, eds., 1992, Spirit and Nature: Why the
Environment Is a Religious Issue, Boston, MA: Beacon Press.

Sheldrake, Philip, 2012, Spirituality: A Very Short Introduction, New York, NY:
Oxford University Press.

Smith, Huston, 2001, Why Religion Matters: The Fate of the Human Spirit in an
Age of Disbelief, San Francisco, CA: HarperSanFrancisco.

Vaughan-Lee, Llewellyn, ed., 2013, Spiritual Ecology: The Cry of the Earth, Point
Reyes, CA: The Golden Sufi Center.

Wexler, Jay, 2016, When God Isn’t Green: A World-Wide Journey to Places Where
Religious Practice and Environmentalism Collide, Boston, MA: Beacon Press.

Yaden, David B., and Andrew B. Newberg, 2022, The Varieties of Spiritual
Experience: 21st Century Research and Perspectives, New York, NY: Oxford
University Press.

Recommended Films:


https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-67581447
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Al Jazeera, Believing in Change: Faith and the mission to protect our planet, AL
Jazeera (2023, 25 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHC5m47vWuk.

Kumar, Satish, Spirituality and Ecology, The Green Interview (2020, 60 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePQh9NO0OSePs.

Sponsel, L.E., Spiritual Ecology, The Kerulos Center Living One, interview by Olivia
Crossman (2023, minutes) https://kerulos.org/kli/living-one/.

Vaughan-Lee, Llewellyn, Spiritual Ecology (2011, 55 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKLgDEQOOQo

Wilhoit, Jennifer J., Spiritual Ecology: A Nourishing and Practical Approach World
Interfaith Harmony Week 2020 Webinar (2020, 108 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKLiBSe UKFK.

Varieties of Spiritual Experience | Robert Wright & David B. Yaden (87 minutes)
Nonzero https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hcg4dWM?2D8ao.

World Congress of Faiths and the Parliament of the World’s Religions, “Spirituality
and Ecology: Religious Wisdom for the Future” (2021, 126 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TrkDDQ77UY]I

Recommended Websites:

European Forum for the Study of Religion and Environment, 2024,
https://www.religion-environment.com/.

Faith for Earth/UNEP, 2024, https://www.unep.org/about-un-environment/faith-
earth-initiative

Forum on Religion and Ecology/Yale University, 2024, https://fore.yale.edu/,
https://fore.yale.edu/World-Religions, https://fore.yale.edu/World-
Religions/World-Religions-Overview-Essay.

Gallup Poll, Society and Religion, 2023,
https://news.gallup.com/poll/511133/identify-religious-spiritual.aspx

International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature, and Culture, 2024,
https://www.issrnc.org/.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHC5m47vWuk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePQh9N0SePs
https://kerulos.org/kli/living-one/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKLgDEQ0OQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKLiBSeUkFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hcg4WM2D8ao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TrkDDQ77UYI
https://www.religion-environment.com/
https://www.unep.org/about-un-environment/faith-earth-initiative
https://www.unep.org/about-un-environment/faith-earth-initiative
https://fore.yale.edu/
https://fore.yale.edu/World-Religions
https://fore.yale.edu/World-Religions/World-Religions-Overview-Essay
https://fore.yale.edu/World-Religions/World-Religions-Overview-Essay
https://news.gallup.com/poll/511133/identify-religious-spiritual.aspx
https://www.issrnc.org/
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Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences/Ecolslam, 2024,
http://www.ifees.org.uk/.
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SACRED NATURE

January 24

Required Reading: Armstrong Chapters 1-5
PowerPoint Lecture: Sacred Waters

Film in Class: Standing on Sacred Ground: Islands of Sanctuary (2013, 57 minutes)

Recommended Reading:

Ball, Martin, 2000, “Sacred Mountains, Religious Paradigms, and Identity of the
Mescalero Apache,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 4(3):264-
282.

Bharath, Deepa, and Audrey McAvoy, 2023 (December 13), “A volcano on
Hawaii's Big Island is sacred to spiritual practitioners and treasured by
astronomers,” Associated Press https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/a-
volcano-on-hawaii-s-big-island-is-sacred-to0-18551199.php.

Bratton, Susan Power, 2020, “Spiritual Encounters with Nature,” Worldviews:
Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 24(1):35-57.

Brown, Marie Alohalani, 2016, “Mauna Kea: Ho'omana Hawai'i and Protecting the
Sacred,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 10(2):150-169.

Patterson, John, 1998, “Respecting Nature: a Maori Perspective,” Worldviews:
Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 2(1):69-78.

Sponsel, L.E., 2019 (October 3), “Understanding what sacred means on Mauna
Kea, Spiritual development deserves same status as economic development,”
Honolulu Star Advertiser, Island Voices, page Al11 (see Laulima website).


http://www.ifees.org.uk/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/a-volcano-on-hawaii-s-big-island-is-sacred-to-18551199.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/a-volcano-on-hawaii-s-big-island-is-sacred-to-18551199.php
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Bernbaum, Edwin, 1990, Sacred Mountains of the World, San Francisco, CA: Sierra
Club Books.

Crowe, Ellie, and William Crowe, 2001, Exploring Lost Hawai’i: Places of Power,
History, Mystery, and Magic, Waipahu, HI: Island Heritage Publishing.

Cunningham, Scott, 1995, Hawaiian Religion and Magic, St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn
Publications.

Kapa'anaokalaokeola Nakoa Oliveira, Katrina-Ann R., 2014, Ancestral Places:
Understanding Kanaka Geographies, Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University Press.

Lane, Beldon C., 2007, The Fierce Solace of Landscapes: Exploring Desert and
Mountain Spirituality, New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Lytle, Mark Hamilton, 2007, The Gentle Subversive: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring,
and the Rise of the Environmental Movement, New York, NY: Oxford University
Press.

Matthiessen, Peter, ed., 2007, Courage for the Earth: Writers, Scientists, and
Activists Celebrate the Life and Writing of Rachel Carson, Boston, MA: Houghton
Mifflin Company.

Stikker, Allerd, 2014, Sacred Mountains: How the Revival of Daoism is turning
China’s ecological crisis around, London, UK: Bene Factum Publishing Ltd.

Verschuuren, Bas, et al., 2010, Sacred Natural Sites: Conserving Nature and
Culture, Washington, D.C.: Earthscan (see Laulima website).

Vershuuren, Bas, and Naoya Furuta, eds., 2016, Asian Sacred Natural Sites:
Philosophy and Practice in Protected Areas and Conservation, Washington, D.C.:
Earthscan.

Recommended Films:

Albrecht, Glenn, Environment Change, Distress and Human Emotion: Solastalgia,
TEDxSydney (2010, 16 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
GUGWS8rOplY.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GUGW8rOpLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GUGW8rOpLY
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Insights, Honolulu, HI: PBS Hawaii Television/Insights (2015, 56 minutes) [a
remarkable debate among four Native Hawaiians about the pros and cons of the
controversial Thirty Meter Telescope construction on the sacred mountain of
Mauna Kea]. http://video.pbshawaii.org/video/2365481734/?start=1200

McCleod, Christopher, Guardians of the Sacred (2017, 27 minutes)
https://sacredland.org/guardians-of-the-sacred/

O’Brien, Miles, The sacred and the scientific clash on Hawaii’s Mauna Kea, PBS
Newshour (2016, 9 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=onERwO-ixLA.

Puhipau, et al., Mauna Kea: Temple Under Siege (2005, 57 minutes)
http://oiwi.tv/oiwitv/mauna-kea-temple-under-siege/ (Also available as
streaming video and in DVD 2902 from Sinclair Library).

Recommended Websites:

Sacred Land Film Project https://sacredland.org/

Sacred Mauna Kea https://sacredmaunakea.wordpress.com/about/

Sacred Sites International Foundation https://sacred-sites.org/

UNESCO World Heritage Centre https://whc.unesco.org/

World Pilgrimage Guide: Sacred Sites — Martin Gray https://sacredsites.com/
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January 31

Required Reading: Armstrong Chapters 6-10
PowerPoint Lectures:

Sacred Caves of Thailand

Sacred Caves of the World (explore in Laulima website)


http://video.pbshawaii.org/video/2365481734/?start=1200
https://sacredland.org/guardians-of-the-sacred/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=onERw0-ixLA
http://oiwi.tv/oiwitv/mauna-kea-temple-under-siege/
https://sacredland.org/
https://sacredmaunakea.wordpress.com/about/
https://sacred-sites.org/
https://whc.unesco.org/
https://sacredsites.com/
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Film in Class: Cave of Forgotten Dreams (2010, 90 minutes, DVD 13327)

Recommended Reading:

Alberge, Dalya, 2020 (November 29), “'Sistine Chapel of the ancients' rock art
discovered in remote Amazon forest,” The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/nov/29/sistine-chapel-of-the-
ancients-rock-art-discovered-in-remote-amazon-forest.

Al Jazeera, 2023 (June 5), “The site in the Cradle of Humankind near Johannesburg
contains remains of a small-brained distant relative of humans, scientists say
[Homo naledi],” Al Jazeera https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/5/scientists-
say-worlds-oldest-known-burial-site-found-in-s-africa.

BBC, 2021 (January 14), “Indonesia: Archaeologists find world's oldest animal cave
painting,” BBC News https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55657257.

Foltz, Richard, 2000, “Mormon Values and the Utah Environment,” Worldviews:
Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 4(1):1-19.

Kestler-D'Amours, Jillian, 2021 (April 3), “This river in Canada is now a ‘legal

person’,” Al Jazeera https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/3/this-river-in-
canada-now-legal-person.

Nyamweru, Celia, and Michael Sheridan, 2008, “Introduction: African Sacred
Ecologies,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 2(3):285-291.

Oakes, Kelly, 2021 (October 21), “The great experiment to put a price on nature,”
BBC News https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20211018-scotlands-great-
experiment-to-calculate-the-value-of-nature.

Powell, Steve John, and Angeles Marin Cabello, 2021 (May 12), “Japan's mountain
ascetic hermits,” BBC News http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20210511-japans-
mountain-ascetic-hermits?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews.

Shibley, Mark A., 2011, “Sacred Nature: Earth-based Spirituality as Popular
Religion in the Pacific Northwest,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and
Culture 5(2):164-185.


https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/nov/29/sistine-chapel-of-the-ancients-rock-art-discovered-in-remote-amazon-forest
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/nov/29/sistine-chapel-of-the-ancients-rock-art-discovered-in-remote-amazon-forest
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/5/scientists-say-worlds-oldest-known-burial-site-found-in-s-africa
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/5/scientists-say-worlds-oldest-known-burial-site-found-in-s-africa
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55657257
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/3/this-river-in-canada-now-legal-person
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/3/this-river-in-canada-now-legal-person
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20211018-scotlands-great-experiment-to-calculate-the-value-of-nature
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20211018-scotlands-great-experiment-to-calculate-the-value-of-nature
http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20210511-japans-mountain-ascetic-hermits?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews
http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20210511-japans-mountain-ascetic-hermits?referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews
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Sponsel, L.E., 2015, “Sacred Caves of the World: llluminating Darkness,” The
Changing World Religions Map, Stan Brunn, and Donna A. Gilbreath, eds., New
York, NY: Springer, 1:503-522 (see Laulima website).

Sponsel, L.E., 2017, “Spiritual Ecology, Sacred Places and Biodiversity
Conservation,” Routledge Handbook of Environmental Anthropology, Helen
Kopnina and Eleanor Shoreman-Quimet, eds., New York, NY: Routledge, pp. 132-
143 (see Laulima website).

Somporn Juntadach, Leslie E. Sponsel, Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel, and Nukul
Ruttanadakul, 1998, “Sacred and/or Secular Approaches to Biodiversity
Conservation in Thailand,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology
2(2):155-167.

Swan, James A., n.d., “The Spirit of Place Symposiums: Seeking The Modern
Relevance of Ancient Wisdom” http://jamesswan.com/article-
the spirit of place symposiums.html.

Berry, Evan, 2015, Devoted to Nature: The Religious Roots of American
Environmentalism, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Bratton, Susan Power, 2012, The Spirit of the Appalachian Trail: Community,
Environment, and Belief on a Long-Distance Hiking Path, Knoxville, TN: University
of Tennessee Press.

Brockman, Norbert C., 1997, Encyclopedia of Sacred Places, New York, NY: Oxford
University Press.

Gray, Martin, 2007, Sacred Earth: Places of Peace and Power, New York, NY:
Sterling Publishing Company, Inc.

Mitchell, Kerry, 2016, Spirituality and the State: Managing Nature and Experience
in America’s National Parks, New York, NY: New York University Press.

Stoll, Mark R., 2015, Inherit the Holy Mountain: Religion and the Rise of American
Environmentalism, New York, NY: Harvard University Press.

Studley, John, 2020, Indigenous Sacred Natural Sites and Spiritual Governance:
The Legal Case for Juristic Personhood, New York, NY: Routledge.


http://jamesswan.com/article-the_spirit_of_place_symposiums.html
http://jamesswan.com/article-the_spirit_of_place_symposiums.html
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Swan, James A., 1990, Sacred Places: How the Living Earth Seeks Our Friendship,
Santa Fe, NM: Bear & Company Publishing (http://www.jamesswan.com/).

Recommended Films:

Awesome Sacred Places Around the World (2018, 10 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0l0-3M3RUEQ

Foster, Tony, Sacred Places: Four Corners of the American Southwest (3 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UB7H9RKF4AWE

Gray, Martin, The Power of Place: Sacred Sites and the Presence of the
Miraculous (2021, 56 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMHTIOJrzX0

Hublin, Jean-Jacques, and Randall White, Evolutionary Origins of Art and
Aesthetics: Art in Neanderthal and Paleolithic Cultures — CARTA Center for
Academic Research and Training in Anthropogeny (2019, 55 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCuQw5I1-z0.

Sheldrake, Rupert, 2022, Holy Places (2022, 68 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBK plapJZA

U.S. Justice Department, Sacred Sites Training Video (2017, 108 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fx0A7iA128U

Recommended Websites:

Cayan, Phyllis Coochie, 1999, Basic Protocol at Hawaiian Sacred Places
https://hilo.hawaii.edu/maunakea/culture/protocol-wahi-pana.

Gray, Martin, 2024, World Pilgrimage Guide: Sacred Sites http://sacredsites.com/.

Gray, Martin, 2024, Introduction: The Power of Place: Sacred Sites and the
Presence of the Miraculous
https://sacredsites.com/martin_gray/publications/the power of place sacred s
ites and the presence of the miraculous.html.

NatureSacred, 2024, https://naturesacred.org/our-work/product-design/.



http://www.jamesswan.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Io-3M3RUEQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UB7H9RKF4WE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMHTlOJrzX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCuQw5I1-z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBK_plapJZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fx0A7iA128U
https://hilo.hawaii.edu/maunakea/culture/protocol-wahi-pana
http://sacredsites.com/
https://sacredsites.com/martin_gray/publications/the_power_of_place_sacred_sites_and_the_presence_of_the_miraculous.html
https://sacredsites.com/martin_gray/publications/the_power_of_place_sacred_sites_and_the_presence_of_the_miraculous.html
https://naturesacred.org/our-work/product-design/
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Oahu Sacred Places, 2024, https://www.to-hawaii.com/sacred-places/oahu.php.
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SPIRITUAL ECOLOGY

February 7

Required Reading: Sponsel Foreword, Prologue, Parts |

PowerPoint Lectures:

Animism as Spiritual Ecology

Saint Francis of Assisi — Environmental Saint (explore in Laulima website)

Film in Class: Aluna: The Kogi People’s Message (2012, 91 minutes).

Recommended Reading:

Allendorf, Fred W., and Bruce A. Byers, 1998, “Salmon in the Net of Indra: a
Buddhist View of Nature and Communities,” Worldviews: Global Religions,
Culture, and Ecology 2(1):37-52.

Allison, Elizabeth, 2017, “Spirit and Nature: The Intertwining of Sacred
Cosmologies and Environmental Conservation in Bhutan,” Journal for the Study of
Religion, Nature and Culture 11(2):197-226.

Clark, William A., 2011, “Clarifying the Spiritual Value of Forests and Their Role in
Sustainable Forest Management,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and
Culture 5(1):18-38.

Dessi, Ugo, 2013, “*"Greening Dharma’: Contemporary Japanese Buddhism and
Ecology,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature: and Culture 7(3):334-355.

Fowler-Smith, Louise, 2018, “Adorning and Adoring: The Sacred Trees of India,”
Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 12(3):261-284.


https://www.to-hawaii.com/sacred-places/oahu.php
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Geddes, Linda, 2022 (April 10), “Mushrooms communicate with each other using
up to 50 ‘words’, scientist claims,” The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/apr/06/fungi-electrical-impulses-
human-language-study?utm source=pocket-newtab.

Graham, Mary, 1999, “Some Thoughts about the Philosophical Underpinnings of
Aboriginal Worldviews,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology
3(2)105-118.

Grim, John A., 1997, “Indigenous Traditions and Ecological Ethics in Earth's
Insights,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 1(2):139-149.

Johnston, Lucas, 2006, “The "Nature" of Buddhism: A Survey of Relevant
Literature and Themes,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology
10(1):69-99.

Jones, Dhivan Thomas, 2023, “The Tree, the Snake and the Goddess Symbols of
the Buddha’s Relationship with Nature,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture,
and Ecology 27(1-2):25-56.

Kaza, Stephanie, 2005, “Western Buddhist Motivations for Vegetarianism,”
Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 9(3):385-411.

Kent, Eliza F., 2010, “Introduction: Forests of Belonging: The Contested Meaning
of Trees and Forests in Indian Hinduism,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature
and Culture 4(2):129-138.

Lou, Loretta I.T., 2023, “Healing Nature: Spiritual Ecology, Self-Cultivation, and
Social Transformation in Hong Kong,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and
Ecology 27(3):189-209.

Pagan Community, 2015, “A Pagan Community Statement on the Environment,”
EcoPagan https://ecopagan.com/.

Pike, Sarah M., 2023, ““There’s Divinity in Everything Here’: Ritualizing Ecological
Practice at Pagan Nature Sanctuaries,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature
and Culture 17(3):376-403.

Pribac, Teya Brooks, 2017, “Spiritual Animal: A Journey into the Unspeakable,”
Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 11(3):340-360.


https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/apr/06/fungi-electrical-impulses-human-language-study?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/apr/06/fungi-electrical-impulses-human-language-study?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://ecopagan.com/

26

Snodgrass, Jeffrey G., and Kristina Tiedje, 2008, “Introduction: Indigenous Nature
Reverence and Conservation — Seven Ways of Transcending an Unnecessary
Dichotomy,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 2(1):6-29.

Sponsel, Leslie E., 2010, "Religion and Environment: Exploring Spiritual Ecology,"
Religion and Society: Advances in Research, Simon Coleman and Ramon Sarro,
eds., New York, NY: Berghahn Books 1:131-145.

Sponsel, L.E., 2022, “Reconnecting Humans with Nature: Reflections from Spiritual
Ecology,” Spiritual Ecology: Integrating Nature, Humanities and Spiritualities, Elis
Rejane Santana da Silva and Eraldo Medeiros Costa Neto, eds., Ponta Grossa,
Brazil: Atena Editoria, pp. 17-35. (The book by mostly Latin American authors is in
Portuguese, Spanish, and English. My Chapter 2 is in English. In the Table of
Contents click on the chapter title or scroll to page 17)
https://www.atenaeditora.com.br/ebooks?titulo=Ecologia+Espiritual.

Strang, Veronica, 2005, “Knowing Me, Knowing You: Aboriginal and European
Concepts of Nature as Self and Other,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and
Ecology 9(1):25-56.

Starr, Michelle, 2023 (September 1), “Plants Really Do 'Scream'. We Just Never
Heard It Until Now,” Science Alert https://www.sciencealert.com/plants-really-
do-scream-we-just-never-heard-it-until-now.

Stuckey, Priscilla, 2010, “Being Known by a Birch Tree: Animist Refigurings of
Western Epistemology,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture
4(3):182-205.

Taylor, Bron, 2021, “Kinship Through the Senses, Art, and Sciences,” Planet 01:
Kinship: Belonging in A World of Relations, Gavin Van Horn, et al., ed., pp. 30-47.

Viveiros de Castro, Eduardo, 1996, “Images of Nature and Society in Amazonian
Ethnology,” Annual Review of Anthropology 25:179-200.

Winkelman, Michael, 2009, “Shamanism and the Origins of Spirituality and Ritual
Healing,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 3(4):458-489.

Wright, Robin M., and Bron Taylor, 2009, “Introduction: The Religious Lives of
Amazonian Plants,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 3(1):5-8.


https://www.atenaeditora.com.br/ebooks?titulo=Ecologia+Espiritual
https://www.sciencealert.com/plants-really-do-scream-we-just-never-heard-it-until-now
https://www.sciencealert.com/plants-really-do-scream-we-just-never-heard-it-until-now
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Abram, David, 1996, Spell of the Sensuous: Perception and Language in a More-
Than-Human World, New York, NY: Vintage.

Beck, Shawn Sanford, 2015, Christian Animism, Blue Ridge Summit, PA: Christian
Alternative Books.

Blanes, Ruy, and Diana Espirito Santo, 2014, The Social Life of Spirits, Chicago, IL:
University of Chicago Press.

Callicott, J. Baird, and James McRae, eds., 2017, Japanese Environmental
Philosophy, New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Coggins, Chris, and Bixia Chen, eds., 2022, Sacred Forests of Asia: Spiritual Ecology
and the Politics of Nature Conservation, New York, NY: Routledge.

Deloria, Vine, Jr., 2003, God is Red: A Native View of Religion, Golden, co; Fulcrom
Publishing.

Harrison, Paul, 2004, Elements of Pantheism: Religious Reverence of Nature and
the Universe, Coral Springs, FL: Lumina Press.

Harvey, Graham, ed., 2013, The Handbook of Contemporary Animism, Durham,
UK: Acumen Publishing Limited.

Hughes, J. Donald, 1983, American Indian Ecology, El Paso, TX: Texas Western
Press.

Jensen, Derrick, 2004, A Language Older Than Words, White River Junction, VT:
Chelsea Green Publishing Company.

Kidwell, Clara Sue, Homer Noley, and George E. “Tink” Tinker, 2001, A Native
American Theology, Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books.

Kraus, Bernie, 2012, The Great Animal Orchestra: Finding the Origins of Music in
the world’s Wild Places, New York, NY: Little, Brown and Company
https://www.wildsanctuary.com/.

Mickey, Sam, Mary Evelyn Tucker, and John Grim, eds, 2020, Living Earth
Community: Multiple Ways of Being and Knowing, Cambridge, UK: Open Book
Publishers https://doi.org/10.11647/0BP.0186 (see Laulima website).



https://www.wildsanctuary.com/
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0186
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Miller, James, 2017, China’s Green Religion: Daoism and the Quest for a
Sustainable Future, New York, NY: Columbia University Press.

Miyazaki, Yoshifumi, 2018, Shinrin Yoku: The Japanese Art of Forest Bathing,
Portland, OR: Timber Press, Inc.

Narby, Jeremy, 2005, Intelligence in Nature: An Inquiry into Knowledge, New
York, NY: Penguin.

Nothwehr, Dawn M., ed., 2002, Franciscan Theology of the Environment: An
Introductory Reader, Quincy, IL: Franciscan Press.

Nothwehr, Dawn M., 2012, Ecological Footprints: An Essential Franciscan Guide
for Faith and Sustainable Living, Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press.

Tremlett, Paul-Francois, Liam T. Sutherland, and Graham Harvey, eds., 2019,
Edward B. Tylor, Religion and Culture, London, UK: Bloomsbury Academic.

Wallace, Mark 1., 2019, When God Was a Bird: Christianity, Animism, and the Re-
Enchantment of the World, New York, NYL Fordham University Press.

Recommended Films:

Harvey, Graham, We Have Always Been Animists, Harvard University (2019, 67
minutes) https://cswr.hds.harvard.edu/news/2019/11/07/video-we-have-
always-been-animists.

Lamhna, Enna Ni, Folklore and Mythology of Trees, Tree Council of Ireland (2023,
59 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4yC5IQuS2w.

Maia Films, What if everyone in the world planted a tree?, BBC News (2020, 3
minutes) https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/what-if-everyone-in-the-world-
planted-a-tree/p084ttpq

Yoshifumi Miyazaki, Nature therapy [forest bathing, English dubbed], TEDxTokyo
(2012, 21 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MD4rIWqgp7Po.

Nelson, Richard, 2014, Forgotten Voices, Natural Sounds and the Lost Art of
Listening, Sydney Environment Institute (40 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fa3aE x-BFQ&t=3s.



https://cswr.hds.harvard.edu/news/2019/11/07/video-we-have-always-been-animists
https://cswr.hds.harvard.edu/news/2019/11/07/video-we-have-always-been-animists
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4yC5lQuS2w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/what-if-everyone-in-the-world-planted-a-tree/p084ttpq
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/what-if-everyone-in-the-world-planted-a-tree/p084ttpq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MD4rlWqp7Po
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fa3aE_x-BFQ&t=3s
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Severson, Lucky, Forest Monks, PBS Religion and Ethics Weekly (2010, 8 minutes)
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2010/01/15/january-15-2010-forest-
monks/5472/.

Sponsel, L.E., Natural Wisdom: Meditations on Buddhist Ecology and
Environmentalism, Research Center for Buddhist Studies, College of Language and
Cultural Studies, Royal University of Bhutan, Zoom Lecture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tvArbu3 Pk (2021, 122 minutes).

Wells, Daniel, A Journey with Sacred Trees, Photo Exhibition Slideshow, Harvard
University Divinity School (2023, 4 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-elsEh8oeM

Recommended Websites:

Alliance of Mother Nature’s Guardians, 2023, http://allianceofguardians.org/en/.

Indigenous Environmental Network, 2023, https://www.ienearth.org/.

Interfaith Rainforest Initiative, 2024, https://www.interfaithrainforest.org/,
https://www.interfaithrainforest.org/resource-guides/.

Keim, Brandon, 2017 (June 7), Where the churches are forests, too, Anthropocene
Magazine http://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2017/06/where-the-churches-
are-forests-too/.

Yadav, Prasenjeet, 2020, Living Tree Bridges in a Land of Clouds, National Public
Radio
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/08/01/892983791/photos-
living-tree-bridges-in-a-land-of-clouds.
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February 14

Required Reading: Sponsel Part Il, Recommended: Taylor Appendix


http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2010/01/15/january-15-2010-forest-monks/5472/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2010/01/15/january-15-2010-forest-monks/5472/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tvArbu3_Pk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-elsEh8oeM
http://allianceofguardians.org/en/
https://www.ienearth.org/
https://www.interfaithrainforest.org/
https://www.interfaithrainforest.org/resource-guides/
http://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2017/06/where-the-churches-are-forests-too/
http://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2017/06/where-the-churches-are-forests-too/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/08/01/892983791/photos-living-tree-bridges-in-a-land-of-clouds
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/08/01/892983791/photos-living-tree-bridges-in-a-land-of-clouds
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PowerPoint Lectures:
Henry David Thoreau — The Spirit of Walden
John Muir — Wilderness Disciple (explore in Laulima website)

Film in Class: John Muir in The New World (2011, 85 minutes)

Recommended Reading:

Gould, Rebecca Kneale, 2022, “Reading Thoreau in the 21 Century: Whither and
Why?,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 16(4):497-517.

Sponsel, L.E., Sponsel, L.E., 2018, “Love in/of Nature: Biophilia, Topophilia, and
Solastalgia,” Love in the Time of Ethnography: Essays on Connection as a Focus
and Basis of Research, Lucinda Carspecken, ed., Lanham: Lexington, pp. 17-34.

Dorman, Robert L., 1998, A Word for Nature: Four Pioneering Environmental
Activists, 1845-1913, Chapel Hill, NC: The University of North Carolina Press.

Nash, Roderick Frazier, 2014, Wilderness and the American Mind, New Haven, CT:
Yale University Press (Fifth Edition).

Thoreau, Henry David, 1854/1973, Walden, or, Life in the Woods, Garden City,
NY: Anchor/Doubleday.

Worster, Donald, 2008, A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir, New York, NY:
Oxford University Press.

Recommended Films:

Barry Wood on Thoreau’s Life at Walden Pond (2010, 83 minutes)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=464a VYqUOY

Henry David Thoreau: An American Eccentric (2021, 40 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5CchLjEY8Q



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=464a_VYqU0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5CchLjEY8Q

31

Henry David Thoreau’s Reflections on Walden Pond (2007, 6 minutes)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0Quw RPBOU

Gary Lachman on The Life and Work of Rudolf Steiner (2018, 66 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n70hA8jp5DI

John Muir Trail 2021, Journey Through the Range Of Life (2022, 71 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdF4D70QuhmM

Recommended Websites:

Anthroposophical Society of America https://anthroposophy.org/.

John Muir House, 2024, https://www.nps.gov/jomu/index.htm.

Muir Woods, 2024, https://www.nps.gov/muwo/index.htm.

The Thoreau Society, 2024, https://thoreausociety.org/life-legacy/.

Walden Pond, 2024, https://www.walden.org/property/walden-pond/.
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February 21
Required Reading: Sponsel Part IlI
PowerPoint Lecture: Challenging Christians - Lynn White, Jr.

Film in Class: Is God Green? PBS Bill Moyers on America (2006, 50 minutes)

Recommended Reading:

D’Orio, Wayne, 2023 (May), “A Field of Study and a Moral Force,” Yale University
https://environment.yale.edu/news/article/field-study-and-moral-force.

Eaton, Heather, 2001, “Introduction to the Special Edition on Thomas Berry’s The
Great Work,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 5(2-3):115-123


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0Quw_RPB0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7ohA8jp5DI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdF4D7OuhmM
https://anthroposophy.org/
https://www.nps.gov/jomu/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/muwo/index.htm
https://thoreausociety.org/life-legacy/
https://www.walden.org/property/walden-pond/
https://environment.yale.edu/news/article/field-study-and-moral-force
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Graham, Mark, 2020, “Thomas Berry and the Reshaping of Catholic
Environmentalism: From Human Well-Being to Biodiversity,” Worldviews: Global
Religions, Culture, and Ecology 24(2):156-183.

Smith, Angela, and Simone Pulver, 2009, “Ethics-Based Environmentalism in
Practice: Religious-Environmental Organizations in the United States,”
Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 13(2):145-179.

Spencer, Daniel T., 2017, “Thomas Berry: An Overview of His Work,” Worldviews:
Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 21(2):195-207.

Sponsel, L.E., 2017, “Lynn White, Jr., One Catalyst in the Historical Development
of Spiritual Ecology,” Lynn White Retrospective after 50 Years, Todd LaVasseur
and Anna Peterson, eds. New York, NY: Routledge/Taylor and Francis, pp. 89-102
(see Laulima website).

Taylor, Bron, 2011 (Summer), “Gaian Earth Religion and the Modern God of
Nature,” Phi Kappa Phi Forum (see Laulima website).

Taylor, Bron, Gretel Van Wieren, and Bernard Daly Zaleha, 2016, “Lynn White Jr.
and the greening-of-religion hypothesis,” Conservation Biology 30: 1000-1009.
http://www.brontaylor.com/environmental articles/pdf/Taylor--etal-
GreeningofReligionHypothesis Conbio30.5.1000-1009(2016).pdf.

Van Horn, Gavin, 2011, “The (Religious) Naturalist’s Eye: An Introduction to Aldo
Leopold : Ethical and Spiritual Dimensions,” Journal for the Study of Religion,
Nature and Culture 5(4):397-409.

White, Lynn, Jr., 1967 (March 10), “The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis,”
Science 155(3767):1203-1207 https://inters.org/files/white1967.pdf.

Berry, Thomas, 2006, Evening Thoughts: Reflecting on Earth as Sacred
Community, Mary Evelyn Tucker, editor, San Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books.

Eaton, Heather, ed., 2014, The Intellectual Journey of Thomas Berry: Imagining
the Earth Community, Lanham, MD: Lexington Books.

Fowler, Robert Booth, 1995, The Greening of Protestant Thought, Wilmington,
NC: University of North Carolina Press.


http://www.brontaylor.com/environmental_articles/pdf/Taylor--etal-GreeningofReligionHypothesis_Conbio30.5.1000-1009(2016).pdf
http://www.brontaylor.com/environmental_articles/pdf/Taylor--etal-GreeningofReligionHypothesis_Conbio30.5.1000-1009(2016).pdf
https://inters.org/files/white1967.pdf
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LaVasseur, Todd, and Anna Peterson, eds., 2017, Lynn White Retrospective after
50 Years, New York, NY: Routledge/Taylor and Francis.

McConnell, David L., and Marilyn D. Loveless, 2018, Nature and the Environment
in Amish Life, Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.

National Council of Churches of Christ, 1989, The Green Bible, San Francisco, CA:
HarperOne.

Spring, David, and Eileen Spring, eds., 1974, Ecology and Religion in History, New
York, NY: Harper & Row Publishers.

Teilhard de Chardin, Pierre, and Susan Appleton-Weber, 1999, The Human
Phenomenon, Chicago, IL: Sussex Academic Press.

Tucker, Mary Evelyn, John Grim, and Andrew Angyal, 2019, Thomas Berry: A
Biography, New York, NY: Columbia University Press.

Recommended Films:

Thomas Berry and the Great Work (2001, 28 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SsAAaV2Yo8.

Roger S. Gottlieb, Religious Environmentalism, Vanderbilt University (2007, 95
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVpxdd10osg.

John F. Haught, Kathleen Duffy, John Grim, and llia Delio, Teilhard de Chardin: His
Importance in the 21st Century (2015, 95 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnCQHIleucNw.

Bron Taylor, Assessing environmental behavior from the world's predominant
religions to..., Danish Institute for Advanced Study (2023, 69 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAlHsaqdnqg4.

Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grim, Ecology and Religion, (2022, 64 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB4vhKVRtjY, https://fore.yale.edu/About-
Us/Who-We-Are/Our-Directors.

Recommended Websites:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSsAAaV2Yo8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVpxdd1Oosg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnCQHIeucNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pAlHsaqdnq4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB4vhKVRtjY
https://fore.yale.edu/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Our-Directors
https://fore.yale.edu/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Our-Directors
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Thomas Berry, 2024, https://thomasberry.org/.

Roger Gottlieb, 2024, Humanities and Arts, Worcester Polytechnic Institute,
https://www.wpi.edu/people/faculty/gottlieb.

John Grim, 2024, Religious Studies, Yale University
https://religiousstudies.yale.edu/people/john-grim.

Bron Tayor, 2024, Department of Religion, University of Florida
http://brontaylor.com/.

Mary Evelyn Tucker, 2024, Religious Studies, Yale University,
https://religiousstudies.yale.edu/people/mary-evelyn-tucker.
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February 28
Required Reading: Sponsel Part IV
PowerPoint Lecture: William S. Merwin — Can a Poet Save Nature?

Film in Class: W.S. Merwin: Even Though the Whole World Is Burning (2015, 82
minutes).

Recommended Reading:

“Joint Message of Pope Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew on the
World Day of Prayer for Creation,” September 1, 2017,
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-
messages/2017/documents/papa-francesco 20170901 messaggio-giornata-cura-
creato.html.

Sponsel, L.E., and Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel, 2020, “Buddhism and Ecology:
Theory and Practice” Forum on Religion and Ecology
https://fore.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/BEintroduction-Sponsel.pdf.



https://thomasberry.org/
https://www.wpi.edu/people/faculty/gottlieb
https://religiousstudies.yale.edu/people/john-grim
http://brontaylor.com/
https://religiousstudies.yale.edu/people/mary-evelyn-tucker
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2017/documents/papa-francesco_20170901_messaggio-giornata-cura-creato.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2017/documents/papa-francesco_20170901_messaggio-giornata-cura-creato.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2017/documents/papa-francesco_20170901_messaggio-giornata-cura-creato.html
https://fore.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/BEintroduction-Sponsel.pdf
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Steinauer-Scudder, Chelsea, 2020 (April 13), “William S. Merwin: The Poet and the
Palm Tree,” Emergence Magazine https://emergencemagazine.org/story/the-
poet-and-the-palm-tree/.

Chryssavgis, John, 2019, Creation as Sacrament: Reflections on Ecology and
Spirituality, London, New York, NY: T & T Clark.

Pope Francis, 2015, Laudato Si’ On Care for Our Common Creation, Huntington,
IN: Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division.
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco 20150524 enciclica-laudato-si.html, https://fore.yale.edu/Laudato-
Si%E2%80%99.

Recommended Films:

Christopher Ives with Mary Evelyn Tucker on Buddhism and Ecology (2013, 15
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBZ5vQgcfFE.

The Pope, the Environmental Crisis, and Frontline Leaders: The Letter: Laudato Si
Film (2022, 82 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rps9bs85BlI|

The Green Patriarch (2009, 42 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gFpXuwmLiBE).

Keeping the Earth: Religious and Scientific Perspectives - National Religious
Partnership for the Environment and Union of Concerned Scientists (1996, 28
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KU2yresk8g.

Paul Mendes-Flohr, Martin Buber: A Life of Faith and Dissent, Institute for Islamic,
Christian, & Jewish Studies (2022, 62 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFzsfDsRgRw.

Recommended Websites:


https://emergencemagazine.org/story/the-poet-and-the-palm-tree/
https://emergencemagazine.org/story/the-poet-and-the-palm-tree/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://fore.yale.edu/Laudato-Si%E2%80%99
https://fore.yale.edu/Laudato-Si%E2%80%99
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBZ5vQgcfFE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rps9bs85BII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gFpXuwmLiBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KU2yresk8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFzsfDsRgRw
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The Green Patriarch: His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 2024,
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
https://www.goarch.org/society/greening-the-parish/green-patriarch

Allan M. Jalon, 2023, Martin Buber’s ‘l and Thou’ inspired Martin Luther King and
Allen Ginsberg — can it still speak to us today? Forward: Jewish Independent,
https://forward.com/culture/548114/martin-buber-i-and-thou-100th-
anniversary-ginsberg-king-jewish-philosophy/.

Christians for the Mountains, 2024, https://www.christiansforthemountains.org/.

Joanna Macy and Her Work, 2024, https://www.joannamacy.net/.

Merwin Conservancy, 2024, Maui, HI https://merwinconservancy.org/.

First part of journal due
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March 6
Required Reading: Sponsel Part V
PowerPoint Lecture: Sacred Trees, Groves, and Forests

Film in Class: Taking Root: The Vision of Wangari Maathai (Green Belt Movement,
2008, 80 minutes)

Recommended Reading:

St. John, Graham, 2019, “At Home in the Big Empty: Burning Man and the Playa
Subline,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 13(3):286-313.

Moor, Robert, 2021 (May 6), “Suzanne Simard Changed How the World Sees
Trees: The pathbreaking ecologist on interspecies collaboration, tree sentience,


https://www.goarch.org/society/greening-the-parish/green-patriarch
https://forward.com/culture/548114/martin-buber-i-and-thou-100th-anniversary-ginsberg-king-jewish-philosophy/
https://forward.com/culture/548114/martin-buber-i-and-thou-100th-anniversary-ginsberg-king-jewish-philosophy/
https://www.christiansforthemountains.org/
https://www.joannamacy.net/
https://merwinconservancy.org/

37

and nature’s resilience, “ Intelligencer
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/suzanne-simard-interview.html.

Taylor, Bron, and Adrian lvakhiv, 2010, “Opening Pandora’s Film,” Journal for the
Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 4(4):384-393.

Gilmore, Lee, 2010, Theater in a Crowded Fire: Ritual and Spirituality at Burning
Man, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Maathai, Wangari, 2004, The Green Belt Movement: Sharing the Approach and
the Experience, New York, NY: Lantern Books.

Maathai, Wangari, 2006, Unbowed: A Memoir, New York, NY: Alfred A. Knopf.

Maathai, Wangari, 2010, Replenishing the Earth: Spiritual Values for Healing
Ourselves and the World, New York, NY: Doubleday.

Taylor, Bron, ed., 2013, Avatar and Nature Spirituality, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada:
Wilfrid Laurier University Press.

Recommended Films:

Burning Man Project Videos (2024) https://www.youtube.com/burningman.

Intelligence Without Brains an Trees Talk, Think and Heal?, University of South
Australia, World Science Center (92 minutes, 1989)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpwW9Lw2Ku4.

Suzanne Simard, The Hidden Language of Trees (2021, 61 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIn4CWSjiEg.

What if Everyone Planted a Tree on Their Birthday? (2019, 6 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4XvkQDotoc.

Missie Wikler, Forest Bathing 101, Deschutes Public Library (2023, 49 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-CoeV8C48s.

Recommended Websites:


https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/suzanne-simard-interview.html
https://www.youtube.com/burningman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpwW9Lw2Ku4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIn4CWSjiEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4XvkQDotoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-CoeV8C48s
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Avatar, 2024, https://www.avatar.com/.

Burning Man, 2024, https://burningman.org/,
https://burningman.org/programs/philosophical-center/,
https://burningman.org/about/10-principles/,
https://burningman.org/programs/philosophical-center/academics/,
https://burningman.org/news/books-about-burning-man/.

The Green Belt Movement, 2024, https://www.greenbeltmovement.org/.
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March 13
Required Reading: Sponsel Part VI, Epilogue
PowerPoint Lectures: Tibet — Desacralization of Nature Generates Ecocide

Film in Class: Devotion and Defiance: Buddhism and the Struggle for Religious
Freedom in Tibet (2004, 35 minutes)

Recommended Reading:

Sponsel, L.E., 2018, “Spiritual Ecology and Religious Naturalism: Exploring their
Interrelationships,” The Routledge Handbook of Religious Naturalism, Donald A.
Crosby and Jerome A. Stone, eds., New York, NY: Routledge, pp. 143-155 (see
Laulima website).

Studley, John, 2018, “The Ritual Protection of Enspirited Sacred Natural Sites on
the Tibetan Plateau and the Optimization of Lay Participation,” Journal for the
Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 12(4):354-383.

Buckley, Michael, 2014, Meltdown in Tibet: China’s Reckless Destruction of
Ecosystems from the Highlands of Tibet to the Deltas of Asia, New York, NY:
Palgrave Macmillan.


https://www.avatar.com/
https://burningman.org/
https://burningman.org/programs/philosophical-center/
https://burningman.org/about/10-principles/
https://burningman.org/programs/philosophical-center/academics/
https://burningman.org/news/books-about-burning-man/
https://www.greenbeltmovement.org/
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Crosby, Donald A., 2002, A Religion of Nature, Albany, NY: State University of New
York Press.

Crosby, Donald A., and Jerome A. Stone, eds., 2018, The Routledge Handbook of
Religious Naturalism New York, NY: Routledge.

Lafitte, Gabriel, 2013, Spoiling Tibet: China and Resource Nationalism on the Roof
of the World, New York, NY: Zed Books.

McGrath, Allister E., 2002, The Reenchantment of Nature: The Denial of Religion
and the Ecological Crisis, New York, NY: Doubleday/Galilee.

Recommended Films:

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet on Ecology, Ethics, and Interdependence
(2011, 108 minutes) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HoMIYU9npo.

Richard Dawkins, Rowan Williams, and Anthony Kenny, 2012, Debate on The
Nature of Human Beings and the Question of Their Ultimate Origin (2012, 88
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bow4nnh1WvO.

Matthew Fox, Ecology Is Practical Cosmology (2022, 68 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRR0Or4 kSmM.

Alister McGrath: My Journey through Science, Faith and Doubt - A Personal Story,
2023, 32 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtkjTvVhS7M.

The Theology Pugcast, Ecology and the Libel of Christianity: The Legacy of Lynn
White Jr., (2020, 73 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtdXrTMNvuk.

Recommended Websites:

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet, 2024, http://www.dalailama.com.

International Campaign for Tibet, 2024, https://savetibet.org/.

Religious Naturalist Association, 2024, https://religious-naturalist-
association.org/.

Tibet Environment Watch, 2024, http://www.tew.org.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HoMlYU9npo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bow4nnh1Wv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRR0r4_kSmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtkjTvVhS7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtdXrTMNvuk
http://www.dalailama.com/
https://savetibet.org/
https://religious-naturalist-association.org/
https://religious-naturalist-association.org/
http://www.tew.org/
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Tibetan Environmental Network, 2024, http://www.tibet.net/en/diir/enviro/.
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DARK GREEN RELIGION
March 27
Required Reading: Reading: Taylor Preface, Chapters 1-4

PowerPoint Lecture: Dark Green Religion — Bron Taylor (Also, see
http://brontaylor.com/, https://religion.ufl.edu/directory/bron-taylor/,
https://religion.ufl.edu/graduate-studies/fields-of-study/religion-nature/).

Film in Class: Butterfly: A Film (Julia Butterfly Hill, 2016, 80 minutes).

Recommended Reading:

Kent, Eliza, 2009, “Sacred Groves and Local Gods: Religion and Environmentalism
in South India,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 13(1):1-39.

Kent, Eliza F., and lzabela Orlowska, 2018, “Accidental Environmentalists: The
Religiosity of Church Forests in Highlands Ethiopia,” Worldviews: Global Religions,
Culture, and Ecology 22(2):113-142.

Lee, Chermaine, 2022 (January 23), “Why some Asian schools are going wild,” BBC
News https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220105-how-asia-fell-in-love-with-
forest-schools.

Morin, Brandi, 2021 (June 8), “Inside the battle to save Canada’s ancient, old-
growth forests Activists in British Columbia are erecting blockades to try to


http://www.tibet.net/en/diir/enviro/
http://brontaylor.com/
https://religion.ufl.edu/directory/bron-taylor/
https://religion.ufl.edu/graduate-studies/fields-of-study/religion-nature/
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220105-how-asia-fell-in-love-with-forest-schools
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20220105-how-asia-fell-in-love-with-forest-schools
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prevent logging of ancient trees on Indigenous lands.” Al Jazeera
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/8/inside-battle-to-save-canada-
ancient-old-growth-forests.

Pearce, Fred, 2023 (January 4), “Sacred Groves: How the Spiritual Connection
Helps Protect Nature,” Yale Environment 360
https://e360.yale.edu/features/sacred-groves-religion-forests.

Porter, Samuel C., 1999, “The Pacific Northwest Forest Debate: Bringing Religion
Back In?,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 3(1):3-32.

Salmond, Noel, 2006, “Julia Butterfly: Environmentalist as Stylite and Ascetic,”
Ecotheology 11(4):465-480.

Sponsel, L.E., 2016, “Spiritual Ecology and Radical Environmentalism,” Routledge
Handbook of Religion and Ecology, Willis Jenkins, Mary Evelyn Tucker, and
JohnGrim, eds., New York, NY: Routledge, pp. 218-226.

Starr, Michelle, 2023 (September 1), “Plants Really Do 'Scream'. We Just Never
Heard It Until Now,” Science Alert https://www.sciencealert.com/plants-really-
do-scream-we-just-never-heard-it-until-now.

Witt, Joseph, and Bron Taylor, 2017, “Religion and Eco-Resistance Movements in
the Twenty-First Century,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture
11(1):5-22.

Altman, Nathaniel, 1994, Sacred Trees, San Francisco, CA: Sierra Club Books.

Hill, Julie Butterfly, 2000, The Legacy of Luna: The Story of a Tree, a Woman, and
the Struggle to Save the Redwoods, San Francisco, CA: HarperSanFrancisco.

Kaza, Stephanie, 1996, The Attentive Heart: Conversations with Trees, Boston,
MA: Shambhala Press.

Kerby, Leslie, 2012, Surfing and Spirituality, Leslie Kerby.

Rifkin, Jeremy, 2019, The Green New Deal: Why the Fossil Fuel Civilization Will
Collapse by 2028, and the Bold Economic Plan to Save Life on Earth, New York,
NY: St. Martin’s Press.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/8/inside-battle-to-save-canada-ancient-old-growth-forests
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/8/inside-battle-to-save-canada-ancient-old-growth-forests
https://e360.yale.edu/features/sacred-groves-religion-forests
https://www.sciencealert.com/plants-really-do-scream-we-just-never-heard-it-until-now
https://www.sciencealert.com/plants-really-do-scream-we-just-never-heard-it-until-now
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Taylor, Bron, ed., 1995, Ecological Resistance Movements: The Global Emergence
of Radical and Popular Environmentalism, Albany, NY: State University of New
York Press.

Recommended Films:

Heather Alberro, In the Shadow of Death: Radical environmental activism in the
era of climate and biological annihilation, University of the Underground (2021,
51 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRx1wOwgeBw.

The Beauty - Animated Short (2019, 4 minutes) https://vimeo.com/525453396.

Fred de Sam Lazaro, “Troubled Waters: India’s effort to clean up sacred but
polluted Ganga River,” PBS Newshour (2020, 7 minutes)
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/indias-long-term-effort-to-clean-up-
pollution-in-sacred-ganga-river.

Chris Manes, Earth First! The Politics of Radical Environmentalism (2011, 60
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UhTTAVbDEfw.

Jason Momoa is The Wave, Conservation International (2024, 2 minutes)
https://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/jason-momoa-is-the-wave.

Suzanne Simard, How Trees Talk to Each Other, Ted Talk (2016, 18 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Un2yBglAxYs.

Suzanne Simard, Finding the Mother Tree: An Interview with Suzanne Simard,
Emergence (2021, 65 minutes)
https://emergencemagazine.org/interview/finding-the-mother-tree/.

Suzanne Simard, Mother Trees and the Social Forest, Long Now Seminar (2021, 67
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydbzrun3opk.

Bron Taylor, Religion, Nature, Culture and Environmental Values, Global Risk
Forum Davos (2010, 6 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxlvBZEBS1M&app=desktop.

Bron Taylor, Surfing, Nature, and, Spirituality (2014, 3.5 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48-rkcQsREg.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRx1wOwqeBw
https://vimeo.com/525453396
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/indias-long-term-effort-to-clean-up-pollution-in-sacred-ganga-river
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/indias-long-term-effort-to-clean-up-pollution-in-sacred-ganga-river
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UhTTAVbDEfw
https://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking/jason-momoa-is-the-wave
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Un2yBgIAxYs
https://emergencemagazine.org/interview/finding-the-mother-tree/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydbzrun3opk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxIvBZEBS1M&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48-rkcQsREg
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Bron Taylor, 2015, Dark Green Religion (2015, 60 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UtmRLL5e8A.

Recommended Websites:

Honolulu Tree City USA, 2024,
https://dInr.hawaii.gov/forestry/lap/kaulunani/tree-city-usa/.

Julia Butterfly Hill, 2024, https://www.juliabutterflyhill.com/.

Circle of Life Foundation, 2024, https://www.circleoflife.org/.

EarthFirst!, 2024, https://earthfirstjournal.news/.

Extinction Rebellion, 2024, https://rebellion.global/.

Sunrise Movement, 2024, https://www.sunrisemovement.org/.
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April 3
Required Reading: Taylor Chapters 5-9, Afterword
PowerPoint Lecture: Radical Environmentalism

Film in Class: Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time (2011, 73
minutes)

Recommended Reading:

Buscher, Bram, 2020, The Conservation Revolution: Radical Ideas for Saving
Nature Beyond the Anthropocene, New York, NY: Verso.

Farrell, Clare, et al., eds., 2019, This is Not a Drill: An Extinction Rebellion
Handbook, New York, NY: Penguin Random House.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UtmRLL5e8A
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/forestry/lap/kaulunani/tree-city-usa/
https://www.juliabutterflyhill.com/
https://www.circleoflife.org/
https://earthfirstjournal.news/
https://rebellion.global/
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/
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Foreman, David, 1991, Confessions of an Eco-Warrior, New York, NY: Harmony
Books.

Monbiot, George, 2003, Manifesto for a New World Order, New York, NY: The
New Press.

Stone, C.D., 2010, Should Trees Have Standing? Law, Morality and the
Environment, New York, NY: Oxford University Press (Third Edition).

Recommended Films:

Roger Hallam and Freddie Sayer, Extinction Rebellion founder: why right wingers
should be radical environmentalists, UnHerd (2021, 30 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLtACuyUAQo.

Laurie Johnson, Modern Ideologies: Environmentalism: Earth First (2016, 42
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTAYti6sCxO.

Pam Palmater, Jen Gobby, and David Camfield, Environmental Transformation in
Times of Crisis, Fernwood Publishing (2020, 89 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMIrwgLAiPk.

Daniel McGowan, Rise and Fall of Eco-Terrorist Cell, PBS Newshour (2011, 9
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMSHxUr2Fjk.

Nikos Sotirakopoulos and Ben Bayer, Environmentalism's Dark History, Ayn Rand
Institute (2022, 79 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLnjJQLfolE.

Recommended Websites:

Animal Liberation Frontline, 2024, https://animalliberationfrontline.com/.

Bron Taylor, 2024, http://www.brontaylor.com,
http://www.brontaylor.com/blog/.

Earth Liberation Front, 2024, https://earthliberationfront.com/.

North American Animal Liberation Press Office, 2024,
https://animalliberationpressoffice.org/NAALPO/.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLtACuyUA0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTAYti6sCx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMIrwqLAiPk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMSHxUr2Fjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLnjJQLfo1E
https://animalliberationfrontline.com/
http://www.brontaylor.com/
http://www.brontaylor.com/blog/
https://earthliberationfront.com/
https://animalliberationpressoffice.org/NAALPO/
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The Rewilding Institute, 2024, https://rewilding.org/.
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GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE

April 10

Required Reading: Bauer-Wu Parts One-Two

PowerPoint Lecture: Global Climate Change (explore in Laulima website)

Film in Class: This Changes Everything (2015, 89 minutes)

Recommended Reading:

Callicott, J. Baird, 2008, “The New New (Buddhist?) Ecology,” Journal for the Study
of Religion, Nature and Culture 2(2):166-182.

Curtin, Deane, 2017, “Buddhist Awakening in the Middle of the Climate Crisis,”
Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 21(1):21-40.

Haluza-Delay, Randolph, 2014, “Religion and Climate Change: Varieties in
Viewpoints and Practices,” WIREs Climate Change (see Laulima website).

Jenkins, Willis, Evan Berry, and Luke Beck Kreider, 2018, “Religion and Climate
Change,” Annual Review of Environment and Resources 43:85-108.

LeVasseur, Todd, 2021, “Activism, Religious Studies, and Embodied Teaching in an
Era of Rapid Climate Changes,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology
25(1):1-16.

Morrison, M., R. Duncan, and K. Parton, 2015, “Religion Does Matter for Climate
Change Attitudes and Behavior,” PLoS ONE 10(8) (see Laulima website).

Rubow, Cecilie, and Cliff Bird, 2016, “Eco-theological Responses to Climate
Change in Oceania,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology
20(2):150-168.


https://rewilding.org/
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Sachdeva, Sonya, 2016, “Religious Identity, Beliefs, and Views about Climate
Change,” Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Climate Science (see Laulima website).

Strain, Charles, 2016, “Engaged Buddhist Practice and Ecological Ethics:
Challenges and Reformulations,” Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and
Ecology 20(2):189-210.

Veldman, Robin Globus, et al., 2012, “Introduction: Climate Change and Religion —
A Review of Existing Research,” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and
Culture 6(3):255-275.

Dalai Lama of Tibet, His Holiness the 14th, 1999, Ethics for the New Millennium,
New York, NY: Berkeley Publishing Group/Riverhead Books.

Dunne, John, and Daniel Coleman, eds., 2018, Ecology, Ethics, and
Interdependence: The Dalai Lama in Conversation with Leading Thinkers on
Climate Change, Somerville, MA: Wisdom Publications.

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet and Franz Alt, 2020, Our Only Home: A
Climate Appeal to the World, Toronto, Ontario, Canada: Hanover Square Press.

Shantigarbha, 2021, The Burning House: A Buddhist Response to the Climate and
Ecological Emergency, Cambridge, UK: Windhorse Publications.

Stanley, John, David R. Loy, and Gyurme Dorje, eds., 2009, A Buddhist Response
to the Climate Emergency, Boston, MA: Wisdom Publications.

Thunberg, Greta, 2019, No One is too Small to Make a Difference, New York, NY:
Penguin Books.

Thunberg, Greta, Compiler, 2023, The Climate Book, New York, NY: Penguin Press.

Recommended Films:

Greta Thunberg TedTalk (2019, 11 minutes)
https://www.ted.com/speakers/greta thunberg.

Greta Thunberg UN Plenary COP-24 (2018, 4 minutes)
http://youtu.be/Xwngy51BJNM.



https://www.ted.com/speakers/greta_thunberg
http://youtu.be/Xwnqy51BJNM
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Greta Thunberg, 5 Years After Paris Agreement, World Is “Speeding in the Wrong
Direction” on Climate,” Democracy Now (2020, 6 minutes)
https://www.democracynow.org/2020/12/14/greta thunberg paris agreement
5th_anniversary.

Greta Thunberg, UN Climate Change Conference is a 'scam’, ABC News In-depth
(2022, 19 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufERA6HzP6E.

Greta Thunberg: The Climate Event, Southbank Centre (2022, 95 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ropBOwPvmLM.

Recommended Websites:

Forum on Religion and Ecology, Buddhism and Climate, 2024,
https://fore.yale.edu/search/node/Buddhism%20climate,
https://fore.yale.edu/Climate-Emergency,
https://www.amacad.org/daedalus/religion-and-ecology-can-climate-change,
https://fore.yale.edu/Climate-Emergency/Links, https://fore.yale.edu/Climate-
Emergency/Multimedia.

Fridays for Future, Greta Thunberg, 2024, https://fridaysforfuture.org/.

Multifaith Network for Climate Justice: An Affiliate of Earth Ministry, 2024,
https://earthministry.org/multifaith-network-for-climate-justice/.

One Earth Sangha, The Time to Act is Now: A Buddhist Declaration on Climate
Change, 2024, https://oneearthsangha.org/articles/buddhist-declaration-on-
climate-change/.

Soka Gakkai, A Buddhist Response to the Climate Crisis, 2024,
https://www.sokaglobal.org/in-society/initiatives/buddhism-and-climate-
crisis.html.
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April 17


https://www.democracynow.org/2020/12/14/greta_thunberg_paris_agreement_5th_anniversary
https://www.democracynow.org/2020/12/14/greta_thunberg_paris_agreement_5th_anniversary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufERA6HzP6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ropBOwPvmLM
https://fore.yale.edu/search/node/Buddhism%20climate
https://fore.yale.edu/Climate-Emergency
https://www.amacad.org/daedalus/religion-and-ecology-can-climate-change
https://fore.yale.edu/Climate-Emergency/Links
https://fore.yale.edu/Climate-Emergency/Multimedia
https://fore.yale.edu/Climate-Emergency/Multimedia
https://fridaysforfuture.org/
https://earthministry.org/multifaith-network-for-climate-justice/
https://oneearthsangha.org/articles/buddhist-declaration-on-climate-change/
https://oneearthsangha.org/articles/buddhist-declaration-on-climate-change/
https://www.sokaglobal.org/in-society/initiatives/buddhism-and-climate-crisis.html
https://www.sokaglobal.org/in-society/initiatives/buddhism-and-climate-crisis.html
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Required Reading: Reading: Bauer-Wu Parts Three-Four
PowerPoint Lecture: Natural Wisdom - Buddhist Ecology and Environmentalism

Film in Class: Pad Yatra: A Green Odyssey (2012, 72 minutes)

Recommended Reading:

Ozdemir, Ibrahim, 2020 (August 11), “What does Islam say about climate change
and climate action?,” Al Jazeera
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/time-muslim-world-climate-change-
200810075721768.html.

Antal, Jim, 2018, Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must Work
for Change, Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

Bendell, Jem, and Rupert Read, eds., 2021, Deep Adaptation: Navigating the
Realities of Climate Chaos, Medford, MA: Polity Press.

Brecher, Jeremy, 2017, Against Doom: A Climate Insurgency Manual, Oakland, CA:
PM Press.

Gerten, Dieter, and Sigurd Bergmann, eds., 2012, Religion in Environmental and
Climate Change: Suffering, Values, and Lifestyles, New York, NY: Continuum.

Gottlieb, Roger S.,2011, Engaging Voices: Tales of Morality and Meaning in an Age
of Global Warming, Waco, TX: Baylor University Press.

Ingram, Paul O., 2016, You Have Been Told What is Good: Interreligious Dialogue
and Climate Change, Eugene, OR: Cascade Books.

Jenkins, Philip, 2021, Climate Catastrophe, and Faith: How Changes in Climate
Drive Religious Upheaval, New York, NHY: Oxford University Press.

Mann, Michael, 2023, Our Fragile Moment: How Lessons from Earth’s Past Can
Help Us Survive the Climate Crisis, New York, NY: Public Affairs.

Maslin, Mark, 2014, Climate Change: A Very Short Introduction, New York, NY:
Oxford University Press.


https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/time-muslim-world-climate-change-200810075721768.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/time-muslim-world-climate-change-200810075721768.html
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McKibben, Bill, ed., 2012, The Global Warming Reader: A Century of Writings
about Climate Change, New York, NY: Penguin.

McKibben, Bill, 2019, Falter: Has the Human Game Begun to Play Itself Out?, New
York, NY: Henry Holt and Company.

Ritchie, Hannah, 2024, Not the End of the World: How We Can Be the First
Generation to Build a Sustainable Planet, New York, NY: Little, Brown Spark.

Veldman, Robin Globus, Andrew Szasz, and Randolph Haluza-Delay, eds., 2014,
How the World’s Religions Are Responding to Climate Change: Social Scientific
Investigations, New York, NY: Routledge.

Recommended Films:

Al Gore, How to make radical climate action the new normal, TED Countdown
(2021, 16 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5g8V23poB9Q,
https://www.ted.com/speakers/al gore.

Examining the Religious and Spiritual Implications of Climate Change, Harvard
Divinity School (2023, 62 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0MyeZ2geVs.

Falter: A Conversation with Bill McKibben (2020, 66 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XovH7TvbOl.

His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet, Addressing the Climate Crisis - Message
to the G7 Speakers’ Conference (2020, 5 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcZnSAlziek.

His Holiness the 14" Dalai Lama of Tibet in Conversation with Greta Thurberg and
Leading Scientists on the Crisis of Climate Feedback Loops (2021, 187 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9GXgOMMeTg.

Moyers and Company, Climate Change — Faith and Fact, with Katharine Hayhoe
2014, 25 minutes) https://billmoyers.com/episode/climate-change-faith-and-fact/
(Aso, see

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/politicalscience/faculty/hayhoe katharine.php).



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5g8V23poB9Q
https://www.ted.com/speakers/al_gore
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0MyeZ2qeVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XovH7Tvb0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcZnSAlziek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9GXgOMMeTg
https://billmoyers.com/episode/climate-change-faith-and-fact/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/politicalscience/faculty/hayhoe_katharine.php

New Religious Responses to the Climate Crisis — Radical Environmentalism and
Protest, Inform Seminar (2022, 124 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gi3mrEqVx A.

Pope Francis- The Letter Laudato Si (2022, 81 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rps9bs85BlII,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmUn Q8bt4.

Greta Thunberg, Climate Crisis Is An 'Existential Emergency,' The View (2023, 8
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDQUpDr7Cgw.

Recommended Websites:

Copernicus Climate Change Service, 2024, https://climate.copernicus.eu/.

Al Gore Climate Reality Project, 2024, https://www.climaterealityproject.org/.
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GreenFaith: Grassroots, Multifaith, Climate Justice, 2024, https://greenfaith.org/,

https://greenfaith.org/resources/.

Indigenous Climate Action, 2024,
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKuyFulexzNgEbsYDjMGykg.

Just Stop Qil, 2024, https://juststopoil.org/.

Bill McKibben and 350.0org, 2024, http://billmckibben.com/, https://350.0rg/,
https://thirdact.org/.

Drawdown: Paul Hawken, 2024, https://drawdown.org/.

Scientist Rebellion, 2024, https://scientistrebellion.org/.

Zero Hour, 2024, http://thisiszerohour.org/.
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ACTIVE HOPE
April 24


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gj3mrEqVx_A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rps9bs85BII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmLJn_Q8bt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDQUpDr7Cgw
https://climate.copernicus.eu/
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/
https://greenfaith.org/
https://greenfaith.org/resources/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKuyFuJexzNqEbsYDjMGykg
https://juststopoil.org/
http://billmckibben.com/
https://350.org/
https://drawdown.org/
https://scientistrebellion.org/
http://thisiszerohour.org/

51

Required Reading: Macy Introduction, Chapters 1-6
PowerPoint Lecture: The Great Turning —Joanna Macy

Film in Class: A Celebration of Creation: The Blessing of the Animals at New York’s
The Cathedral of Saint John the Divine (2002, 59 minutes)

Recommended Reading:

Ripple, William J., et al., 2022 (December), “World Scientists’ Warning of a
Climate Emergency BioScience 72(12):1149-1155,
https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biac083.

Gardner, Gary T., 2006, Inspiring Progress: Religions’” Contributions to Sustainable
Development, New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company.

Johnston, Lucas F., 2013, Religion and Sustainability: Social Movements and the
Politics of the Environment, Bristol, CT: Equinox Publishing Ltd.

Korten, David C., 2006, The Great Turning: From Empire to Earth Community,
Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press, Inc.

World Wildlife Fund International, 1986, The Assisi Declarations: Messages on
Man and Nature from Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism,
Gland, Switzerland: World Wildlife Fund International
http://www.arcworld.org/downloads/THE%20ASSISI%20DECLARATIONS.pdf.

Recommended Films:

Keith Akers, A Radical Approach to The Environmental Crisis, MintPress News
(2023, 54 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DwCuzR6BBc.

Joanna Macy, The Great Turning (2007, 5 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwIXTATS8rLk.

Joanna Macy Interview (August 28, 2020, 46 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9vHclagSaM.



https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biac083
http://www.arcworld.org/downloads/THE%20ASSISI%20DECLARATIONS.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DwCuzR6BBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwlXTAT8rLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9vHc1aqSaM
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Carolyn Merchant, Environmentalism: From the Control of Nature to Partnership,
UC Berkeley Graduate Council Lectures (2010, 59 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GP-HbjCYru4.

Bill Ripple, The Scientist’s Warning (2022, 35 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byXGCPo-80w.

Recommended Websites:

Alliance of World Scientists, 2024,
https://scientistswarning.forestry.oregonstate.edu/.

Jane Goodall Institute, 2024, https://janegoodall.org/,
https://janegoodall.org/habitat-restoration-climate-change/.

International Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 2024,
https://www.ipcc.ch/.

Joanna Macy, 2024, https://www.joannamacy.net/main,
https://www.joannamacy.net/main#books,
https://www.joannamacy.net/main#fmultimedia.

UNEP Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2000,
https://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/Index-2.html.
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May 1
Required Reading: Macy Chapters 7-13

Film in Class: Renewal: Stories from America’s Religious Environmental Movement
(2007, 90 minutes) (Also, see https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Professional-
Offerings/Fellowships-and-Student-Opportunities,
https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Religion-and-Ecology-Programs,
https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Eco-anxiety-Resources).



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GP-HbjCYru4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byXGCPo-80w
https://scientistswarning.forestry.oregonstate.edu/
https://janegoodall.org/
https://janegoodall.org/habitat-restoration-climate-change/
https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.joannamacy.net/main
https://www.joannamacy.net/main#books
https://www.joannamacy.net/main#multimedia
https://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/Index-2.html
https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Professional-Offerings/Fellowships-and-Student-Opportunities
https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Professional-Offerings/Fellowships-and-Student-Opportunities
https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Religion-and-Ecology-Programs
https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Eco-anxiety-Resources
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Recommended Reading:

Baker, Lindsay, 2020 (October 22), “Why living with and tending plants is good for
you,” BBC News https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20201022-why-living-with-
and-tending-plants-is-good-for-you.

Baker, Lindsay, 2022 (May 11), “How nature and 'extreme wilding' can re-boot
our minds,” BBC News https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20220511-how-
nature-and-extreme-wilding-can-re-boot-our-minds.

Bush, Evan, 2023 (December 24), “A scientist reckons with climate grief,” NBC
News https://www.nbchews.com/science/environment/scientist-reckons-
climate-grief-rcnal129981.

The Fotoviva Team, 2020 (February 24), “13 Reasons That Prove Viewing Nature
Scenes Can Improve Your Health,” Fotoviva
https://www.fotoviva.co.uk/news/interior-design-tips/13-reasons-that-prove-
viewing-nature-scenes-can-improve-your-health/.

Gilliat-Ray, Sophie, and Mark Bryant, 2011, “Are British Muslims "Green’?: An
Overview of Environmental Activism among Muslims in Britain,” Journal for the
Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 5(3):284-306.

Kazdin, Alan E., and Pablo Vidal-Gonzdlez, 2021 (June), “Contact with Nature as
Essential to the Human Experience: Reflections on Pandemic Confinement in
Nature and Culture,” Nature and Culture 16(2):1-18.

Kramer, David Jacob, 2021 (September 9), “The Last Glimpses of California's
Vanishing Hippie Utopias,” GQ https://www.gg.com/story/californias-vanishing-
hippie-utopias?utm source=pocket-newtab.

Lambooy, Tineke, 2021, “Nature needs legal rights to really protect biodiversity,
Open Access Government” https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/protect-
biodiversity/102506/.

Lutyens, Dominic, 2022 (May 3), “The homes that bring nature indoors,” BBC
News https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20220503-the-homes-that-bring-
nature-indoors.



https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20201022-why-living-with-and-tending-plants-is-good-for-you
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20201022-why-living-with-and-tending-plants-is-good-for-you
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20220511-how-nature-and-extreme-wilding-can-re-boot-our-minds
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20220511-how-nature-and-extreme-wilding-can-re-boot-our-minds
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/scientist-reckons-climate-grief-rcna129981
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/scientist-reckons-climate-grief-rcna129981
https://www.fotoviva.co.uk/news/interior-design-tips/13-reasons-that-prove-viewing-nature-scenes-can-improve-your-health/
https://www.fotoviva.co.uk/news/interior-design-tips/13-reasons-that-prove-viewing-nature-scenes-can-improve-your-health/
https://www.gq.com/story/californias-vanishing-hippie-utopias?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.gq.com/story/californias-vanishing-hippie-utopias?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/protect-biodiversity/102506/
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/protect-biodiversity/102506/
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20220503-the-homes-that-bring-nature-indoors
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20220503-the-homes-that-bring-nature-indoors
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Paul, Kari, 2023 (February 19), “From cradle to compost: the disruptors who want
to make death greener,” The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/feb/19/human-composting-
industry-deathcare.

Pound, Cath, 2021 (May 18), “Hockney and Van Gogh: How images of nature
bring us joy,” BBC News https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20210518-
hockney-and-van-gogh-how-images-of-nature-bring-us-joy.

Robbins, Jim, 2020 (January 9), “Ecopsychology: How Immersion in Nature
Benefits Your Health,” e360 Yale https://e360.yale.edu/features/ecopsychology-
how-immersion-in-nature-benefits-your-health.

Schiff, Jessica, 2021 (May 14), “Nature itself is the best physician,” Harvard
Medical School https://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2021/nature-itself-is-the-best-

physician/.

Tucker, Mary Evelyn, 1997, “The Emerging Alliance of Religion and Ecology,”
Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 1(1):3-24.

Carspecken, Lucinda, 2012, An Unreal Estate: Sustainability and Freedom in an
Evolving Community, Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press.

Chalquist, Craig, 2020, Terrapsychological Inquiry: Restoring Our Relationship with
Nature, Place, and Planet, New York, NY: Routledge.

Chalquist, Craig, and Garrett Barnwell, eds., 2023, Terrapsychology: Further
Inquiry into Self, Place and Planet, New York, NY: Routledge.

Goodall, Jane, Douglas Carlton Abrams, and Gail E. Hudson, 2022, The Book of
Hope: A Survival Guide for Trying Times, New York, NY: Penguin.

Gould, Rebecca Kneale, 2005, At Home in Nature: Modern Homesteading and
Spiritual Practice in America, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Hawken, Paul, 2007, Blessed Unrest: How the Largest Movement in the World
Came into Being and Why No One Saw It Coming, New York, NY: Penguin.

Hawken, Paul, 2021, ReGeneration: Ending the Climate Crisis in One Generation,
New York, NY: Penguin.


https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/feb/19/human-composting-industry-deathcare
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/feb/19/human-composting-industry-deathcare
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20210518-hockney-and-van-gogh-how-images-of-nature-bring-us-joy
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20210518-hockney-and-van-gogh-how-images-of-nature-bring-us-joy
https://e360.yale.edu/features/ecopsychology-how-immersion-in-nature-benefits-your-health
https://e360.yale.edu/features/ecopsychology-how-immersion-in-nature-benefits-your-health
https://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2021/nature-itself-is-the-best-physician/
https://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2021/nature-itself-is-the-best-physician/
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Landis, David Barnhill, and Roger S. Gottlieb, eds., 2001, Deep Ecology and World
Religions: New Essays on Sacred Ground, Albany, NY: State University of New York
Press.

Lou, Loretta I.T., 2023, Healing Nature: Spiritual Ecology, Self-Cultivation, and
Social Transformation in Hong Kong, Worldviews 1-21.

Rees, William, 1996, Ecological Footprint: Reducing Human Impact on the Earth,
Gabriola Island, British Columbia, Canada: New Society Publishers/New Catalyst
Books.

Sponsel, Leslie E., ed., 2020, Religious Environmental Activism in Asia: Case

Studies in Spiritual Ecology

https://www.mdpi.com/journal/religions/special issues/Religious Environmental
Activism_Asia, https://www.mdpi.com/books/book/2169.

Taylor, Sarah McFarland, 2009, Green Sisters: A Spiritual Ecology, Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press.

Vaughan-Lee, Llewellyn, and Hilary Hart, 2017, Spiritual Ecology: 10 Practices to
Reawaken the Sacred in Everyday Life, Point Reyes, CA: The Golden Sufi Center.

Recommended Films:

Brangham, William, 2021 (March 30), Elizabeth Kolbert’s new book explores
striking ways to fix our ecological problems, PBS Newshour (6 minutes)
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/elizabeth-kolberts-new-book-explores-
striking-ways-to-fix-our-ecological-problems.

Paul Hawkin, ReGeneration, Commonwealth Club of California (2021, 63 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UKYN3rdOhS.

Paul Hawken, The New Great Transformation, Long Now Foundation (2020, 71
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzM3m8LZoUs.

Joanna Macy, Climate Crisis as a Spiritual Path (2021, 21 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQAYVKgTkKo.

Jim Merkel, Radical Simplicity Lowering Your Ecological Footprint (2008, 64
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W _ F26WIuZ0g.



https://www.mdpi.com/journal/religions/special_issues/Religious_Environmental_Activism_Asia
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/religions/special_issues/Religious_Environmental_Activism_Asia
https://www.mdpi.com/books/book/2169
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/elizabeth-kolberts-new-book-explores-striking-ways-to-fix-our-ecological-problems
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/elizabeth-kolberts-new-book-explores-striking-ways-to-fix-our-ecological-problems
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UKYN3rd0h8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzM3m8LZoUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQAYVKqTkKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_F26WIuZ0g
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Blair Nelsen and Waterspirit, Yale University Forum on Religion and Ecology
Spotlights (2023, 56 minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeTeVxHOt8E.

John Seed Message for the Youth (2018, 12 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bGMKFQKfqU.

Mary Evelyn Tucker, The Emerging Alliance of Religion and Ecology (2009, 87
minutes) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7C6aurg Lg.

Urban Micro-forests (2021, 3 minutes) https://www.bbc.com/news/av/stories-
56003562.

Mathis Wackernagel, Ecological Footprint, Accounting for a Small Planet (2014,
32) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9iu8TWO5TY.

Recommended Websites:

Hawaii Interfaith Power and Light, 2024, https://www.hipl.org/.

Interfaith Power and Light, 2024, https://interfaithpowerandlight.org/.

Project Drawdown, 2024, https://drawdown.org/.

ReGeneration https://regeneration.org/.

What is Your Ecological Footprint, 2024,
https://www.footprintcalculator.org/home/en.

The Work That Connects, 2024, https://workthatreconnects.org/.
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FINAL EXAMINATION PERIOD

May 10 Second part of journal due
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeTeVxH0t8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bGMKFQKfqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7C6aurq_Lg
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/stories-56003562
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/stories-56003562
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9iu8TW05TY
https://www.hipl.org/
https://interfaithpowerandlight.org/
https://drawdown.org/
https://regeneration.org/
https://www.footprintcalculator.org/home/en
https://workthatreconnects.org/
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APPENDIX I:
RESOURCES FOR SPIRITUAL ECOLOGY AND RELATED SUBIJECTS

TEXTBOOKS

Bratton, Susan Power, 2021, Religion and the Environment: An Introduction, New
York, NY: Routledge
https://environmentalscience.artsandsciences.baylor.edu/person/susan-p-

bratton-phd.

Gottlieb, Roger S., 2006, A Greener Faith: Religious Environmentalism and Our
Planet’s Future, New York, NY: Oxford University Press
http://www.wpi.edu/academics/facultydir/rgs.html,
http://users.wpi.edu/~gottlieb,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVpxdd1QOosg.

Grim, John, and Mary Evelyn Tucker, 2014, Ecology and Religion, Washington,
D.C.: Island Press. http://fore.research.yale.edu,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15v6f2moleE,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGJ r-pEH64.

Kaza, Stephanie, 2008, Mindfully Green: A Personal and Spiritual Guide to Whole
Earth Thinking, Boston, MA: Shambhala Publications, Inc.
http://www.uvm.edu/~skaza.

Kinsley, David, 1995, Ecology and Religion: Ecological Spirituality in Cross-Cultural
Perspective, Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, Inc.

Sponsel, Leslie E., 2012, Spiritual Ecology: A Quiet Revolution, Santa Barbara, CA:
Praeger http://www.spiritualecology.info,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsPUzFqg3MU4.

Taylor, Bron, 2010, Dark Green Religion: Nature, Spirituality and the Planetary
Future, Berkeley, CA: University of California Press http://www.brontaylor.com,
http://www.brontaylor.com/blog,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxIlvBZEBS1MS,



https://environmentalscience.artsandsciences.baylor.edu/person/susan-p-bratton-phd
https://environmentalscience.artsandsciences.baylor.edu/person/susan-p-bratton-phd
http://www.wpi.edu/academics/facultydir/rgs.html
http://users.wpi.edu/~gottlieb
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVpxdd1Oosg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15v6f2moleE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGJ_r-pEH64
http://www.uvm.edu/~skaza
http://www.spiritualecology.info/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsPUzFq3MU4
http://www.brontaylor.com/blog
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxIvBZEBS1M8
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UtmRLL5e8A,
http://www.religionandnature.com.

ANTHOLOGIES

Bauman, Whitney A., Richard R, Bohannon Il, and Kevin J. O'Brien, eds., 2017,
Grounding Religion: A Field Guide to the Study of Religion and Ecology, New York,
NY: Routledge (Second Edition).

Bauman, Whitney A., Richard R, Bohannon Il, and Kevin J. O'Brien, eds., 2011,
Inherited Land: The Changing Grounds of Religion and Ecology, Eugene, OR:
Pickwick Publications.

Bohannon, Richard, ed., 2014, Religions and Environments: A Reader in Religion,
Nature and Ecology, New York, NY: Bloomsbury Publishing.

Tucker, Mary Evelyn, and John A. Grim, eds., 1993, Worldviews and Ecology,
Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell University Press.

Vaughan-Lee, Llewellyn, ed., 2013, Spiritual Ecology: The Cry from the Earth, Point
Reyes, CA: The Golden Sufi Center. http://spiritualecology.org/.

REFERENCE WORKS

Crosby, Donald A., and Jerome A. Stone, eds., 2018, The Routledge Handbook of
Religious Naturalism, New York, NY: Routledge.

Gottlieb, Roger S., ed., 2004, This Sacred Earth: Religion, Nature, Environment,
New York, NY: Routledge.

Gottlieb, Roger S., ed., 2006, The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Ecology, New
York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Hart, John, ed., 2017, The Blackwell Companion to Religion and Ecology, Hoboken,
NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Jenkins, Willis, and Whitney Bauman, eds., 2010, Berkshire Encyclopedia of
Sustainability Volume I: The Spirit of Sustainability, Great Barrington, MA:
Berkshire Publishing Group LLC.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UtmRLL5e8A
http://www.religionandnature.com/
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Jenkins, Willis, Mary Evelyn Tucker, John Grim, eds., 2016, Routledge Handbook of
Religion and Ecology, New York, NY: Routledge.

Taylor, Bron, Editor-in-Chief, 2005, Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature, New
York, NY: Continuum, Volumes 1-2, http://www.religionandnature.com

SERIES (Religion and Ecology with Harvard University Press)

Chapple, Christopher Key, ed., 2002, Jainism and Ecology: Nonviolence in the Web
of Life.

Chapple, Christopher Key, and Mary Evelyn Tucker, eds., 2000, Hinduism and
Ecology: The Intersection of Earth, Sky, and Water.

Foltz, Richard, Frederick Denny, and Azizan Baharuddin, eds., 2003, Islam and
Ecology.

Girardot, N.J., James Miller, and Liu Xiaogan, eds., 2001, Daoism and Ecology:
Ways Within a Cosmic Landscape.

Grim, John A., ed., 2001, Indigenous Traditions and Ecology: The Interbeing of
Cosmology and Community.

Hessel, Dieter T., and Rosemary Radford Ruether, eds., 2000, Christianity and
Ecology: Seeking the Well-Being of Earth and Humans.

Tirosh-Samuelson, Hava, ed., 2002, Judaism and Ecology: Created World and
Revealed Word.

Tucker, Mary Evelyn, and Duncan Ryuken Williams, eds., 1997, Buddhism and
Ecology: The Interconnection of Dharma and Deeds.

Tucker, Mary Evelyn, and John Berthrong, eds., 1998, Confucianism and Ecology:
The Interrelation of Heaven, Earth, and Human.

[Also see Orbis Books for the series on Ecology and Justice
http://thomasberry.org/assets/uploads/Orbis Ecology and Justice 3-24-16.pdf].



http://www.religionandnature.com/
http://thomasberry.org/assets/uploads/Orbis_Ecology_and_Justice_3-24-16.pdf
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PERIODICALS

Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture
http://www.equinoxpub.com.

World Views: Global Religion, Culture, and Ecology http://www.brill.nl.

WEBSITES (include course syllabi)

Forum on Religion and Ecology (FORE) (Mary Evelyn Tucker and John Grim, Yale
University) https://fore.yale.edu/ [monthly enewsletter subscription available]

Religion and Nature (Bron Taylor, University of Florida):
http://www.brontaylor.com, http://www.brontaylor.com/blog/,
http://www.religionandnature.com.

Spiritual Ecology (Leslie E. Sponsel, University of Hawai'i)
https://spiritualecology.info/.

LITERATURE REVIEWS

Bratton, Susan Power, 2008, “Ecology and Religion,” in The Oxford Handbook of
Religion and Science, Philip Clayton and Zachary Simpson, eds., New York, NY:
Oxford University Press, pp. 207-225.

Grim, John, 2022, “Indigenous Traditions and Ecology Bibliography,” Forum on
Religion and Ecology — Yale University, also, annotated version available,
https://fore.yale.edu/World-Religions/Indigenous/Bibliography.

Grim, John, Russell Powell, Matthew T. Riley, Tara C. Trapani, Mary Evelyn Tucker,
eds. 2013, “Oxford Bibliographies Online: Religion and Ecology,” New York, NY:
Oxford University Press.

Jenkins, Willis, and Christopher Key Chapple, 2011, “Religion and Environment,”
Annual Review of Environment and Resources 36:441-463.


http://www.equinoxpub.com/
http://www.brill.nl/
https://fore.yale.edu/
http://www.brontaylor.com/
http://www.brontaylor.com/blog/
http://www.religionandnature.com/
https://spiritualecology.info/
https://fore.yale.edu/World-Religions/Indigenous/Bibliography
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Sponsel, Leslie E., 2010, "Religion and Environment: Exploring Spiritual Ecology,"
in Religion and Society: Advances in Research, Simon Coleman and Ramon Sarro,
eds., New York, NY: Berghahn Books 1:131-145.

Sponsel, Leslie E., 2011, “The Religion and Environment Interface: Spiritual
Ecology in Ecological Anthropology,” in Environmental Anthropology Today, Helen
Kopnina, and Elleanore Shoreman, eds., New York, NY: Routledge, pp. 37-55.

Sponsel, Leslie E., 2014 (April), “Feature Article - Spiritual Ecology: Is it the
Ultimate Solution for the Environmental Crisis,” Choice 51(8):1339-1342, 1344-
1348.

PROGRAMS

https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Religion-and-Ecology-Programs



https://fore.yale.edu/Resources/Religion-and-Ecology-Programs

